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PREFACE. 



Tee original materials for the Lipb of Hugh Latikeb are 
but scanty, consisting almost entirely of incidental allu- 
sions in his sermons, or letters, to passages of his pei-sonal 
experience. These have been presented in the following 
pages for the most part in his own words. 

In the narrative of the examination and death of the 
martyr, the early record of Fox has been retained. It 
presents the involved course of the trial in as clear a light 
and brief a compass as could probably be otherwise secured, 
and teUs the story of the sufferings of Ridley and Lati- 
mer with a vividness and pathos which have given the 
passage a distinguished place in English literature. The 
space which these extracts occupy is large, but it was 
deemed a better service to the historical purpose of the 
volume, to sacrifice, in part, its claims to originality, 
rather than weaken the effect of a contemporary record by 
a modem paraphrase. 

N«w York, F^lyrua/ry, 1861 
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THE LIFE OF 

HUGH LATIMER 



CHAPTEK I. 

BISHOP LATIMEB's FATHEB — THE FAMILY FAEM — BLAOK- 

HEATH DBAWING THE BOW EDUCATION THE 

MEBBT MONK CANDLE AND CBOSSES PERFOBMANCE 

OF THE MASS. 

A PASSAGE in Bishop Latimer's first ser- 
mon before King Edward the Sixth, deliv- 
ered March 8, 1549, has furnished his biogra- 
phers with their entire stock of information re- 
specting his birth and parentage. " My father 
was a yeoman and had no lands of his own, 
only he had a farm (on which he paid a 
rent) of three or four pound by year at the 
uttermost, and hereiTpon he tilled so much 
as kept half a dozen men. He had walk 
for a hundred sheep ; and my mother milked 
thirty kine. He was able and did find the 
2 
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king a harness, witli himself and his horse, 
while he ciame to the place that he should 
receive the king's wages. I can remember 
that I buckled his harness when he went 
unto Blackheath field. He kept me to 
school, or else I had not been able to preach 
before the king's majesty now. He married 
my sisters with five pound, or twenty nobles 
(portion) a piece; so that he brought them 
up in godliness and fear of God. He kept 
hospitality for his poor neighbors, and some 
alms he gave to the poor. And all this he 
•did of the said farm, where he that now hath 
it payeth sixteen pound by year or more, and 
is not able to do anything for his prince, for 
himself, nor for liis children, or give a cup 
of drink to the poor." 

The engagement at Blackheath to which 
the preacher refers was that in which an 
army of Cornish rebels who had marched to 
the city of London were defeated. This took 
place in 1497. From this date and the com- 
parison of those of other events in .his life, 
we may assign the date of his birth, about 
the year 1491. He was a native of Thurcas- 
ton, in the county of Leicester. 

His father, as we have seen, rented a small 
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farm. He is spoken of by Fox in the Book 
of Martyrs as having been held " in right 
good estimation." He wisely trained his son 
in the athletic exercises then in vogue. " In 
my time," another sermon of the divine 
informs ns, " my poor father was as diligent 
to teach me to shoot as to learn me any 
other thing: and so I think other men did 
their children. He tanght me how to draw ; 
how to lay my body in my bow, and not to 
draw with strength of arms, as other nations 
do, but with strength of the body. I had 
my bows bought me, according to my age 
and strength ; as I increased in them, so my 
bows were made bigger and bigger ; for men 
shall never shoot well unless they be brought 
up in it. It is a goodly art, a wholesome 
kind of exercise, and much commended in 
physic." 

The careful father made good provision 
for the mind as well as the body of his son. 
He determined that the boy should receive a 
liberal education. Hugh was placed in the 
town-school at the age of four years, in due 
time promoted to that of Leicester, and at 
the age of fourteen entered Christ's College, 
Cambridge. 
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The student became noted during his 
collegiate course for his strict attention to 
instruction and regularity of life. He was 
not, however, deficient in the cheerful vivacity 
which was the natural product of his vigor- 
ous youth, and which he retained to the 
close of his life. A little incident which he 
narrates in one of his sermons furnishes 
pleasant proof of his sympathy with humor. 
" There was," he says, " a merry monk in 
Cambridge in the college that I was in, and 
it chanced a great company of us to be 
together, intending to make good cheer and 
to be merry, as scholars will be merry when 
they are disposed. One of the company 
brought out this sentence, ^Nil melius quara 
loBtare et facere hene^ — there is nothing 
better than to be merry and to do well. ' A 
vengeance of that hene^^ quoth the monk ; ' I 
would that hene had been banished beyond 
the sea ; and that hene were out it were well, 
for I could be merry, but I love not to do 
well.'" 

Latimer was elected a fellow of Clare Hall 
at nineteen, and at twenty took his degree. 
His father's liberality seems to have been 
continued during the whole course of his 



CBOSS AND CANDLK. 17 

studies. There is a curious proof that it was 
greater tlian could be expected from the 
yeoman's means, in a story told by Latimer 
in one of his sermons in illustration of the 
superstitions i)revalent in his youth. 

''I was once," he says, "called to^one of 
my kinsfolk (it was at that time when I had 
taken my degree at Cambridge), I was called, 
I say, to one of my kinsfolk, which was very 
sick, and died immediately after my coming. 
Now, there was an old cousin of mine, 
wliich, after the man was dead, gave me a 
wax candle in my hand, and commanded me 
to make certain crosses over him that was 
dead; for she thought tlie devil should lun 
away by-and-by. Now, I took the candle, 
but I could not cross him as she would have 
me to do, for I had never seen it before. 
She, perceiving I could not do it, with great 
anger took the candle out of my hand, say- 
ing, ' It is pity that thy father spendeth so 
much money upon thee;' and so she took 
the candle, and crossed, and blessed him ; so 
tliat he was sure enough."* 

Latimer, immediately after receiving his 



o Froude's Histoiy of England. Lond., ii. 97. 
o-x- 
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degree, coiiiinenced the study of theology. 
He was ordained a priest by the Bishop of 
Lincohi. The scene of his first services is 
not known. He entered zealously into his 
new duties and seems to have been extremely 
exact in his ritual observances. He alludes 
to this in a later sermon. '• I remember how 
scrupulous I was in my time of blindness 
and ignorance ; when I should say mass, I 
have put in water twice or thrice for failing, 
insomuch, when I have been at my memento, 
I have had a grudge in my conscience, for 
fearing that I had not put in water enough." 
He also held, according to Fox, " that he 
should never be damned, if he were once a 
professed- friar, with divers such superstitious 
fantasies." 



CHAPTER 11. 

PAYING FOB ST. PETER'b — SALE OF IXDULGENOES — 
TETZEL AND LUTHEU — BURNING THE BULL — THE 

REFORMATION IN ENGLAND WICKLIFFE — ^HENRT VIH., 

DEFENDER OF THE FAITH TYNDAL — THE CHRISTIAN 

BROTHERS. 

WE have next to turn to Rome, where we 
find Pope Leo the Tenth much troubled 
for means to continue the work on the great 
church of St. Peter. He finally resorted to 
a plan which had been before found finan- 
cially available. An indulgence assured its 
holder, under the authority of Christ's vicar 
on eaith, pardon for the sin mentioned in the 
instrument. Like many more modern quack- 
eries, it was an enticing thing to believe it, 
for it promised much and cost little. There 
was then, however, no question of belief; the 
panacea was sui*e to be taken in large quan- 
tities. A sale of indulgences was determin- 
ed upon. The enterprise was farmed out in 
districts, a large commission allowed to 
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agents, and all arranged on the best money- 
making 2^rinciple8. The agents, mostly Do- 
minican monks, soon made tlieir way to the 
towns and villages of Europe. They were 
about as welcome to the local clergy as a 
peddler to a country store-keeper. How 
could the confessor enjoin penance when the 
offender could buy himself out of purgatory 
over the priest's head ? However inclined to 
doubt the itinerant's soundness, he had neither 
rack nor mob at command, and the business 
went on with great success until one of these 
Dominicans, Tetzel, opened his chest of wares 
in the Saxon village of Wittenberg, the 
residence of Martin Luther, an Augustine 
monk. 

Luther, disapproving of Tetzel's proceed- 
ings, wrote a remonstrance to Home, not 
doubting but that the Pope, ignorant of the 
acts of his emissary, would be glad of the 
opportunity afforded by the information of 
removing the scandal. The Pope treated 
the humble communication with contempt. 
Luther was led from this to examine into the 
grounds of the papal authority. He found 
it a usurpation, and at the root of most of 
ihe corruptions wliich now afflicted the 
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Church. • lie published his views, and found 
many readers. The Pope tried the old 
remedy, and excommunicated him as a 
heretic. Luther burnt the Pope's bull in 
public. As he was protected by his sover- 
eign, the Elector of Saxony, who was in 
turn favored by the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth, the Pope could not retaliate by 
burning Luther. Firm in his indomitable 
courage, without which Elector and Emperor 
would have probably proved but feeble 
supports, he went to the Diet of Worms, 
defended his doctrines in the midst of his 
enemies, came home, and in a nominal im- 
prisonment imposed by the Elector as a 
measure of protection, continued to write 
and publish. 

For the first time for centuries a reformer 
stood forth and said what he thought with- 
out having his voice choked by the smoke of 
his funeral pyre. The very novelty and 
boldness struck men with awe. Slumbering 
truth threw off the mummy-like wrappings 
in which she had been cunningly swathed, 
and started up as a giant refreshed. 

All Europe was moved by this great 
debate. England shared in the general 
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interest. She had been partially aroused a 
centnry before by Wicklifte. Protected by 
political friends he had translated the Bible, 
taught some reformed doctrine, and yet lived 
in tranquillity, and died in his bed. Tlie 
clergy, foiled of their auto da f6 of the 
living man, as soon as they gained the power, 
tore up the grave, burnt its contents, and 
scattered the ashes in the Swift, " a neigh- 
boring brook running hard by." "Thus 
this brook," in the noble language of Fuller, 
" hath conveyed his ashes into Avon, Avon 
into Severn, Severn into the narrow seas, 
they into the main ocean. And thus the 
ashes of WicklifFe are the emblem of his 
doctrine, which now is dispersed all the 
world over." 

England was probably better prepared 
than most of the European nations to receive 
the reformed doctrines. Wickliffe's Bible 
had reached many families. The Lollards, 
as his disciples were styled, were scattered 
about the land. The first reception of 
Luther's writings, however, so far as external 
appearances went, was discouraging. The 
King himself entered the lists of controversy, 
and published a volume in refutation of the 
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German monk. It was of course received 
with great attention at Eome, and tlie title 
of Defender of the Faith conferred upon the 
author, a title which he transmitted to his 
descendants, and which they still retain. 
Luther, undisturbed by his opponent's rank, 
replied with a roughness greater even than 
that which ordinarily marked liis style. 
These publications tended of course stiP 
further to increase the popular interest in the 
subject 

Luther's fame spread rapidly through 
Europe. His books were eagerly sought for. 
The new printing-presses did service in the 
cause by multiplying copies at a cheap rate. 
Many earnest students hastened to Witten- 
berg to see the reformer and his friend and 
co-worker, Melancthon. Among these pil- 
grims was William Tyndal, an Englishman. 
He had been educated at Oxford, and after 
a sojourn at Cambridge became a tutor in a 
knight's family in Gloucestershire. Here he 
became acquainted with Luther's writings. 
He was convinced by their arguments, and 
expressed himself so openly a convert, that 
he incurred the displeasure of his employer. 

We next hear of Tyndal in London, urging 



24 THE LIFE OF HUGH LATIMER. 

the newly appointed bishop, Cuthbert Ton* 
stall, to aid him in his plan for translating 
the Scriptures. He met with no encourage- 
ment in this quarter, but, fortunately, while 
preaching at St. Dunstan's church, so im- 
pressed Humfrey Monmouth, a London 
alderman, that the magistrate took liim to 
his own house, and retained liim as a guest 
for six months. According to his entertain- 
er, he made but frugal use of the resources 
of the kitchen or laundry. " The said 
Tyndal lived like a good priest, studying 
both night and day ; he would eat but 
sodden meat, by his good-will, nor drink but 
small single beer ; nor was he ever seen to 
wear linen about him all the time of his 
being there.*' 

At the end of the half year the alderman 
gave him ten pounds, with which he 
journeyed to Wittenberg. The gift and its 
application threw the giver into prison, but 
his confinement was brief. Tyndal saw 
Luther at Wittenberg, and during his visit 
translated the Gospels and Epistles. He 
thence removed to Antwerp, a city which 
protected the Reformers, where, with the aid 
of his friend Joy, from England, he com- 
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pleted liis work. Here he was also joined 
by Frith, Barnes, Lambert, and other young 
sympatliizers with Luther. The friends set 
up an English press at Antwerp, and printed 
Tyndal's Testament. Translations of Ger- 
man Protestant tracts by Lnther and others, 
with reprints of some of Wiekliiie's works, 
followed. 

These books would have had little chance 
to reach the countrymen for whom they 
were designed but for the aid of a society 
formed in London about 1525. It bore the 
title of "The Association of Christian 
Brothers." Its members were men of small 
means, artisans, tradesmen, and a few clergy- 
men, but they raised money and employed 
agents to distribute Testaments and tracts, 
and, so far as they could, induced others to do 
likewise. 

It is impossible too highly to estimate the 
heroism of this humble band. They knew 
that they confronted imprisonment and 
death ; and they did this for no hope of 
pecuniary reward or distinction. They had 
no desire to become the founders of a sect, 
for such pitiful ambition was unknown until 
long after in England. They waged no wai 
3 
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on the Church, they were willing to be bound 
by her observances, and sought only to recall 
men's* minds to the fundamental truths on 
which they rested. 

The Christian Brothers were not long left 
umnolested. Wolsey entered heartily into 
the work of their suppression. His spies 
covered the land, and soon found business 
for the equally numerous police. At London 
many of the Reformers secreted themselves 
in the holds of vessels and escaped across 
the Channel. They were met wherever they 
went by a general edict by which heretics 
were declared outlaws. Several who were 
specially offensive were followed, with the 
•permission and aid of the French court, by 
the English police. Tyndal narrowly escaped 
capture at Brussels. 



CHAPTER in. 

OEOBGE STAFFORD — ^LATIMEE APPOINTED OB088-BEAREB — 

THOMAS BILNEY — ^LATIMER BECOMES A PROTESTANT 

HEEETICKS' HILL — EXAMINATION BEFOBE TONSTALL — 

bilney's eeoantation, despaie, and BESTOBATION — 

MOBIOE AND BEOON's ACCOUNTS OF LATIMEB's SEB- 
MONS — TUBNEB's TBIACLE — SERMON ON THE CABD DB. 

Buckingham's cinque and quatre — latimeb's beply 

the FOX PBEAOHING VENETUS — BISHOP WEST — 

LUTHEB'S DOCTBINES SMELL OF THE PAN. 

THE doctrines of the Reformation had thus 
become known and were widely discuss- 
ed in England. They attracted much atten- 
tion at Cambridge, and already numbered 
converts in positions of influence. One of 
these, George Stafford, was reader in divin- 
ity, and devoted his lectures to explanations 
of the Scriptures in place of the writings of 
the schoolmen, as Duns Scotus and other 
writers on points of Eoman Catholic dogmas 
and casuistry were styled. 

Latimer, who was as yet a firm believer in 
the dominant Church, was much incensed at 
these proceedings. He displayed the same 
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energy in conformity which he was soon 
after to exhibit in opposition, contradicting 
the lecturer in his own room, and by virtue 
of a power which he possessed or assumed, 
openly exhorting the students not to believe 
these teachings, and, not unfrequently, dis- 
missing the class. Tliis zeal appears to have 
pleased the University authorities, as we find 
Latimer appointed to the honorable office of 
cross-bearer in the processions whicli formed 
so important a part of reh'gious ceremonial. 
He at this time gave a more public attesta- 
tion of his views in his address on receiving 
the degree of bachelor in divinity. In this 
he spoke with great bitterness of the writ- 
ings of the reformer, Philip Melancthon. 

He little thought that this address was to 
be the turning-point in his career. One of 
his auditors was Thomas Bilney, a member 
of the University, who had, after a close study 
of the New Testament in the original Greek, 
which had recently been published by Eras- 
mus, embraced the new doctrines. He had 
approached the study of the sacred volume 
with distrust, next became deeply interested, 
and, in his own words, found rest for his soul, 
weary with his former mere routine worship, 
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in tlie '^ sitavissimam Paali senteiitiam,^^ tlie 
comfortable words, " This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
Bilney was probably impressed by the talent 
of the speaker, and regretting the misdirec- 
tion of his energies, wisely avoided any 
public expression of opinion, which might 
have led to a disputation to be held after the 
scholastic fashion of the time before a large 
audience. lie sought, a private interview 
with the speaker at his ow^n apartments and 
asked him to hear his confession ; obtaining a 
hearing, he laid before his auditor the argu- 
ments which had produced his change of 
opinions. Larimer has himself described 
the interview : " Bilney heard me at that 
time, and perceived that I was zealous with- 
out knowledge, and he came to me afterwards 
in my study, and desired me, for God's sake, 
to hear his confession. I did so ; and to say 
the truth, by his confession I learned more 
than I did before in many years. So from 
that time forw^ard I began to smell tlie word 
of God, and forsook the school doctors and 
such fooleries." 

He was led to the study of the Scriptures, 
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which had previously formed no part of his 
theological training, and thus was soon con- 
vinced that the Church of Kome had de- 
parted from the early faith, and that the 
claims of the Reformers were based upon the 
sacred record. He at once forsook the 
tempting path to advancement which lay 
open before him, and identified himself with 
the " new learning," as it was called. 

He w^ent to StaflRord and besought his 
pardon for his late rudeness. He accompani- 
ed Bilney in his charitable visits to those 
who w^ere " sick and in prison" in the tow^er 
of Cambridge, and he at once commenced 
preaching the reformed doctrines. This 
great change took place, it is supposed, in 
1521, when he was about thirty years of age. 

The frequent conferences between the two 
friends attracted so much attention, that 
their place of meeting, in the neighborhood 
of Cambridge, became known as " Here- 
ticks' Hill." The apprehension;^ of the 
authorities became excited to snch an extent 
by Mr. Bilney's exertions and success, that 
they complained to Cardinal Wolsey, at that 
time Lord Chancelloi*. By his oi'der an 
examination was appointed and placed in 
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charge of Dr, Tonstall, Bisliop of London, 
before whom Bilney and, according to Fox, 
Latimer, were speedily summoned. 

Both Wolsey and Tonstall were men of 
moderation. Wolsey was fully aware of the 
abuses which had crept into the ecclesiastical 
administration of the kingdom, and had 
taken some measures for their amendment; 
but he was too much wrapped up in schemes 
of political advancement, and too timid, 
when he became aware of the strength of the 
Reformation, to persevere with the decision 
required by the crisis. 

Tonstall effected his object by a patient 
and kind expostulation. He induced Bilney 
to waver, and in a weak moment sign a re- 
cantation of his opinions. He escaped 
bodily pains, but only to undergo the keener 
torments of mental suffering. He fell into 
despair so fearful that for a twelvemonth his 
friends were afraid to leave him alone. They 
read to him the " comfortable words" of holy 
Scripture for the penitent, but to bring such 
to him, in the language of the record, '' was 
as though a man would run him through the 
heart with a sword." Relief, however, at 
last, came. His first experience of comfort 
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seems to have followed the reading and 
meditation of the passage in Isaiah, "Fear 
not, for I have redeemed thee ; thou art mine. 
AVhen thou walkest in tlie fire it shall not 
burn thee ; I am the Lord thy God." He 
went to the neighboring county of Norfolk, 
and preached the pure word w4th his old 
energy. His success soon again excited the 
alarm of the ecclesiastical authorities. He 
was this time in less merciful hands than 
before. He was arrested by order of 
Eichard Nix, the Bishop of the diocese, and 
after conviction and sentence burnt to death 
in the city of Norwich. 

La:inicr, if summoned at all, seems to have 
escaped without reprimand. At any rate, we 
find liim not long after in the pulpit, where 
lie had already obtained a great reputation. 
" He preached mightily in the University day 
by day," says his friend Morice, *' both in 
English and ad clerum^ to the great admira- 
tion of all men who aforetime had known him 
of a contrary severe opinion." 

A student of Cambridge, who was a fre- 
quent hearer of Latimer, Thomas Becon, 
afterwards cha]>lain to Archbishop Cranme:*, 
has left us an account of Master La'inier's 
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preaching. " I was present," he says, in his 
" Jewel of Joy," " when with manifest author- 
ities of God's Word, and arguments invincible, 
besides the allegations of doctors, he proved 
in his sermons that the holy Scriptures ought 
to be read in the English tongue of all Chris- 
tian people, whether they were priests or 
laymen, as they be called. * * Neither 
was I absent when he inveighed against 
temple-works, good intents, blind z€Sal, super- 
stitious devotion, as the painting of taber- 
nacles, gilding of images, setting up of can- 
dles, running on pilgrimage, and such other 
idle inventions of men, whereby the glory of 
God was obscured, and the works of mercy 
the less regarded. I remember, also, how he 
was wont to rebuke the beneficed men, with 
the authority of God's Word, for neglecting 
and not teaching their flock, and for being 
absent from their cures — they themselves 
being idle, and masting themselves like hogs 
of Epicunte' flock, taking no thought though 
their poor parishioners miserably pine away, 
starve, perish, and die for hunger. Neither 
have I forgotten how at that time he con- 
demned foolish, ungodly, and impossible vows 
to be fulfilled, as the vow of chastity, etc. 
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O how vehement was he in rebuking all sins, 
and how sweet and pleasant were his words 
in exhorting unto virtue I * * 

" He spake nothing but it left, as it were, 
certain pricks or stings in the hearts of the 
hearers, which moved them to consent to his 
doctrine. None but the stiff-necked and un- 
circumcised in heart went away from his 
sermons without being affected with high 
detestation of sin, and moved to all godliness 
and virtue. I did know certain men which, 
through the persuasion of their friends, went 
unto his sermons swelling blown full, and 
puffed up, like unto Esop's frog, with envy 
and malice against him ; but when they re- 
turned, the sermon being done, and demanded 
how they liked him and his doctrine, they 
answered with the bishops' and Pharisees' 
servants, ' There was never man that spake 
like unto this man !' " 

The witness is equally emphatic in his 
opinion of the preacher's practical benevo- 
lence as of his eloquence. " He watered," 
he happily remarks, " with good deeds what- 
soever he had before planted with godly 
words." 

Another testimony to the good effect of 
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Latimer's preaching occurs in a work bearing 
date London, 1551, with the portentous title 
of Turner's " Preservative, or Triacle against 
the Poyson of Pelagius." We learn from 
this that " numbers were brought from their 
will-works, as pilgrimage and setting up of 
candles, unto the works that God commanded 
expressly in his holy flfcipture, and to the 
reading and study of God's Word, all dreams 
and unprofitable glosses of men set aside and 
utterly despised." 

A doggerel proverb, long, it is said, re- 
membered in the town, adds its homely 
praise to these scholastic tributes : " When 
Master StaflFord read, and Master Latimer 
preached, then was Cambridge blessed."* 

It was the custom, during the Christmas 
holidays, for people at the universities, as 
elsewhere, to amuse themselves with cards. 
The games had no particular connection wifh 
Christmas, as they were doubtless played at 
other times. Latimer probably played him- 
self, or was at any rate familiar with the 
quaint spots and potentates of the pack. He 
turned his knowledge and the popular taste 

• TuUoch's Leaders of the Reformation, p. 204. 



36 THE LIFE OF HCJGH LATIMEB. 

to account in an odd way, preaching a ser- 
mon — the first of his discourses which have 
been preserved in print — based upon an old 
game resembling whist, in which " the trump 
takes the card." As his application of this 
curious fancy occupies but a few lines of the 
discourse, it can be best explained in his own 
words : # 

"Whereas you are wont to celebrate Christ- 
mas in playing at cards, I intend, by God's 
grace, to deal unto you Christ's cards, where- 
in you shall perceive Christ's rule. The 
game that we will play at shall be called the 
triumph ; which, if it be well played at, he 
that dealeth shall win ; the players shall like- 
wise win ; and the stand ers and lookers upon 
shall do the same ; insomuch that there is no 
man that is willing to play at this triumph 
with these cards, but they shall be all win- 
ners and no losers. 

" Let therefore every Christian man and 
woman play at these cards, that they may 
have and obtain the triumph. You must 
mark, also, that the triumph must apply to 
fetch home unto him all the other cards, 
whatsoever suit they be of. Now, then, take 
ye this first card, which must appear and be 
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spoken unto you as followeth : Tou have 
heard what was spoken to men of the old 
law : ' Thou shalt not kill ; whosoever shall 
kill shall be in danger of judgment ; but I 
say unto you' of the new law, saitli Christ, 
' that whosoever is angry with his neighbor, 
shall be in danger of judgment; and whoso- 
ever shall say unto his neighbor, " Raca," ' 
that is to say, " brainless," or any other like 
word of rebuking, ' shall be in danger of 
council ; and whosoever shall say unto his 
neighbor, *' Fool," shall be in danger of hell- 
fire.' This card was made and spoken by 
Christ, as appeareth in the fifth chapter of 
St. Matthew. * * * 

"These evil-disposed affections and sen- 
sualities in us are always contrary to the rule 
of our salvation. What shall we do now or 
imagine to thrust down these Turks and to 
subdue them ? It is a great ignominy and 
shame for a Christian man to be bond and 
subject unto a Turk ; nay, it shall not be so ; 
we will first cast a trump in their way, and 
play with them at cards, who shall have the 
better. Let us play, therefore, on this fash- 
ion with this card. Whensoever it shall 
happen the foul passions and Turks to rise in 
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our Stomachs against our brother or neighbor, 
either for unkind words, injuries, or wrongs 
which they have done unto us, contrary unto 
our mind, straightways let us call unto our 
remembrance, and speak this question unto 
ourselves, ' "Who art thou V The answer is, 
* I am a Christian man.' Then further we 
must say to ourselves, 'What requireth Christ 
of a Christian man?' Now turn up your 
trump, your heart (hearts is trumps, as I said 
before), and cast your trump, your heart, on 
this card ; and upon this card you shall learn 
what Christ requireth of a Christian man — 
not to be angry ; ne moved to ire against 
his neighbor in mind, countenance, nor other 
ways, by word or deed. Then take up this 
card with your heart, and lay them together : 
that done, you have won the game to the 
Turk, whereby you have defaced and over- 
come him by true and lawful play." 

It must be admitted that the sermon, which 
is in its other portions of a direct practical 
character, is not improved by this labored 
trifling. The-conceit, however, seems to have 
been successful in popular effect, as we find 
an opponent pf Latimer, Dr. Buckingham, 
prior of the Black Friars' monastery, using 
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similar weapons against him. The well- 
known clerical taste for backgammon seems 
to have been even then developed, for we 
find Dr. Buckingham occupying the same 
pulpit in which Latimer had figuratively 
played his* cards, rattling out to the people 
in voluble discourse the cinque and quatre 
of dice. The cinque he explained to be five 
passages in the New Testament, and the 
quatre the four doctors of the Church. The 
texts and doctors were to prove that it was 
inexpedient to permit the unlearned to read 
the Bible, as they were in danger of falling 
into error and distress after this manner. 
The ploughman, when he heard in the Gos- 
pel : " ' No man that layeth his hand on the 
plough, and looketh back, is meet for the 
kingdom of God,' might peradventure upon 
this cease from his plough. Likewise the 
baker, when he heareth ' that a little leaven 
corrupteth a whole lump of dough,' may 
perchance leave our bread unleavened, and 
so our bodies shall be unseasoned. Also the 
simple man, when he heareth in the Gospel, 
' If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out and 
cast it from thee,' may make himself blind, 
and so the world will be full of beggars." 
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These petty caTils, which are similar in 
character to the so-called '' arguments" of the 
lowest class of modern infidels, so strangely 
do the extremes of error meet, were not difii' 
cult to answer. Latimer, who heard the ser 
mon delivered in the morning, was prepared 
with a reply in the same afternoon. He 
chose a very direct mode for the illustration 
of the obvious truth, that the metaphorical 
language of Scripture was to be construed 
by the same rule with the metaphorical lan- 
guage of every -day life, the plain meaning 
of the speaker. Facing Dr. Buckingham, 
who sat opposite to him in his monk's cowl 
and other habiliments, he remarked : " For 
example, when the painters represent a fox 
preaching out of a friar's cowl, no one is so 
weak as to take this for a real fox, but only 
as a figure of caution to beware of that hy- 
pocrisy, craft, and dissimulation which lieth 
hid many times in these cowls. The picture 
to which Latimer had referred was a ven- 
erable joke depicted on many an illuminateti 
page, or carved in some out-of-the-way niche 
or bracket of many a parish church. The 
home thrust was so effective that Dr. Buck- 
ingham never again assailed Latimer. 
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The next opponent our Reformer met was 
VenetuB, a foreign scholar, supposed to be an 
Italian. It was a common and pleasant 
custom of the time for the learned men of 
the universities to exchange visits. The 
foreign ecclesiastic or scholar was sure to 
find welcome and liberal entertainment in 
the cloisters of the well-endowed monastery 
or college, and a similar welcome awaited 
the Englishman on the Continent. Yenetus 
was probably a guest of this description. 
Latimer answered his objections triumphant- 
ly, proving himself as well skilled in calm 
argument as in ready wit. 

The reputation of the divine spread more 
and more. One Sunday, as Latimer was 
preaching in his accustomed place. Dr. West, 
Bishop of Ely, unexpectedly joined the con- 
gregation at St. Mary's, desirous to test by 
his own ears the truth or falsehood of rumor. 
Latimer stopped in his discourse until the 
Bishop had taken his seat, and then continued : 
"It is of congruence meet that a new 
auditory, being more honorable, requireth a 
new theme, being a new argument to intreat 
of, therefore it behooveth me now to deviate 
from mine intended purpose, and somewhat 
4* 
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to intreat of the honorable estate of a bishop. 
Therefore let this be the theme, ' Christus 
existens pontifex futurorum honoi'urri^ " A 
close and forcible picture followed of our 
Saviour as a high-priest, in his example to 
those holding authority in the Church. 

After the sermon the Bishop expressed his 
satisfaction. " Mr. Latimer," he said, " I 
heartily thank you for your good sermon, 
assuring you that, if you will do one thing 
at my request, I will kneel down and kiss 
your foot for the good admonition that I 
have received of your sermon, assuring you 
that I never heard mine office so well and 
substantially declared before this time." He 
then asked Latimer " to preach me in this 
place one sermon against Martin Luther and 
his doctrine." 

Latimer replied: "My lord, I am not 
acquainted with the doctrine of Luther, nor 
are we permitted here to read his works ; 
and therefore it were but a vain thing for 
me to refute his doctrine, not understanding 
what he hath written nor what opinions he 
holdeth. Sure I am, that I have preached 
before you this day no man's doctrine, but 
only the doctrine of God out of the Scrip- 
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tnres. And if Luther do none otherwise 
than I have done, there needeth no confuta- 
tion of his doctrine ; otherwise, when I un- 
derstand he doth teach against the Scripture, 
I will be ready with all my heart to confound 
his doctrine as much as lieth in me." 

"Well, well, Mr. Latimer," replied the 
Bishop, " I perceive that you somewhat smell 
of the pan : you will repent of this gear one 
day." Strype, who records the conversation, 
adds the comment : " And so the Bishop, never 
a whit amended by the sermon, practised 
with Latimer's foes from that day forwards 
to put him to silence." 



CHAPTER rV. 

DB. BEDMAN — SIOE OF THE PLAGUE — ^LATIMEB BEFOBE 
OABDINAL W0L8EY — BISHOP WEST's OHABOE — DIS- 
MISSAL. 

ANOTHER remonstrance to Latiraer^fe mode 
of direct inculcation of Scripture truth 
came in a Latin letter from Dr. Kedman, of 
St. John's College, who afterwards became 
master of Trinity, both in the same university. 
Redman was a liberal divine and profound 
scholar, but while sensible of the ecclesias- 
tical corruptions of the time, too timid to 
grapple resolutely for their reform. He 
cautioned Latimer against settipg up his 
private judgment against the united voice 
of the doctors and councils of the Church. 
Latimer replied in a concise sentence: 
" Reverend Mr. Redman, it is even enough 
for me that Christ's sheep hear no man's 
voice but Christ's ; and as for you, you have 
no voice of Christ against me ; whereas, for 
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• 

my part, I have a heart that is ready to 
hearken to any voice of Christ that you can 
bring me. Thus fare you well, and trouble 
me no more from the talking with the Lord 
my God." 

An incident of this period shows that 
Latimer was politic as well as bold, ready as 
a humorist as well as a theologian. The 
vice-chancellor of the University, so runs the 
story as told by Bishop Bonner, intending to 
excommunicate Latimer for his heresies, sent 
him a summons. Latimer, however, hearing 
of the matter, stopped tlie messenger on his 
way with the announcement that he was sick 
of the plague, "and so deluded the chancel- 
lor,'! who does not appear to have suspected 
that the plague of which he spoke was the 
plague of heresy. 

Bishop West, notwithstanding his compli- 
ments after sermon, perhaps finding that the 
preacher " smelt of the pan" more and more 
strongly, silenced him. The sentence, how- 
ever, lost its effect. Latimer was excluded, 
of course, from St. Mary's and the other col- 
legiate and parish churches of the diocese, 
but was received by his friend Dr. Barnes, 
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Prior of the Austin Friars at Cambridge, and 
invited to preach in the church of the mon- 
astery, which, in common with the many in- 
stitutions of its class, was exempt from epis- 
copal jurisdiction. As Barnes was Prior in 
1525, we may assign these transactions to 
that period. Latimer accepted the invita- 
tion, and resumed his labors. The Bishop 
hereupon joined with several of the Univer- 
sity oflScials in presenting a complaint to 
Cardinal Wolsey against the contumacious 
preacher. Latimer, in compliance with the 
summons issued by the Cardinal, appeared at 
York Place. After biding his time in the 
antechamber, he was summoned to the inner 
room, where he found Wolsey with two doc- 
tors from Cambridge. 

" Is your name Latimer ?" was the Cardi- 
nal's greeting. 

" Yea, forsooth," was the reply. 

" You seem," continued the Cardinal, " to 
J)e of good years and no babe, but one that 
should wisely and soberly use yourself in all 
your doings. And yet it is reported to me 
that you are much infested with this new 
fantastical doctrine of Luther, and such like 
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heresies, and that you do very much harm 
among the youths, and other light heads, 
with your doctrine." 

"Your Grace is misinformed," said Lati- 
mer, " for I ought to have some more know- 
ledge than to be so simply reported of; by 
reason that I have studied, in my time, both 
the ancient doctors of the Church, and also 
the school doctors." 

" Marry, that is well said," replied the Car- 
dinal ; " I am glad to hear that of you, and 
therefore you, Mr. Doctor Capon, and you, 
Mr. Doctor Marshall, say you somewhat to 
Mr. Latimer touching some question in 
Duns." 

in the examination which followed, Lati- 
mer showed himself more familiar with Duns 
Scotus than his examiners, in many cases 
setting them right in their citations. This 
proof of learning impressed the Cardinal. 

"What mean you, my masters," he ex- 
claimed, " to bring such a man before me 
into accusation ? I thought he had been 
some light-headed fellow, that never studied 
such kind of doctrine as the school authors 
are. I pray thee, Latimer, tell me the cause 
why the Bishop of Ely, and others, do mis- 
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like thy preachings. Tell me the truth, and 
I will bear with thee upon amendment." 

" Your Grace must understand," said Lati- 
mer, " that the Bishop of Ely cannot favor 
me, for that not long ago I preached before 
him, in Cambridge, a sermon on this text, 
ChAstua existens pontifex^ wherein I de- 
scribed the office of a bishop so uprightly as 
I might, according to the text, that never 
after he could abide me ; but hath not only 
forbidden me to preach in his diocese, but 
also found the means to inhibit me from 
preaching in the TJnivei*sity." 

"I pray you, tell me," said the Cardinal, 
"what time didst thou preach before him 
from that text ?" 

Latimer briefly explained the occasion and 
the sermon. 

"Did you not preach any other doctrine 
than you have rehearsed ?" 

" No, surely." 

After an examination, with the doctors, of 
the charges brought against the divine, -the 
Cardinal expressed his satisfaction in decided 
terms : " If the Bishop of Ely cannot abide 
such doctrine as you have here repeated, you 
shall have my license, and shall preach it 
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unto his beard, let him say what he will." 
He was then, after a gentle monition, dis- 
missed with the Cardinal's license to preach 
anywhere in England. He returned home 
to resume, with renewed heart and energy, 
his interrupted labors. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE WAR OF THE ROSES — HENRY VIII. MARRIED TO CATH- 
ARINE — THE KISQ DESIRES A DIVORCE — ANNE BOLETN 
— THE pope's dilemma— CRANMER — APPEAL TO THE 

UNIVERSITIES — MARRIAGE NEGOTIATIONS HENRY 

Vin. HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 

HENKY THE SEVENTH ascended the 
throne of England by virtue of his vic- 
tory over Eichard the Third at the battle of 
Bosworth Field. This engagement closed 
the war of the White and Ked roses, a con- 
test so long protracted and so fiercely waged, 
that we may fancy the emblems of York and 
Lancaster to have often changed hue; the 
white dyed to scarlet in the blobd which 
flowed so freely from the best veins of En- 
gland, and the red blanched to white with 
the terrors of the strife. The nation was 
weary of battle, and Henry the Seventh held 
his throne in peace. Naturally desirous to 
strengthen it by powerful alliances, he mar- 
ried his son Arthur, Prince of Wales, to 
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Catharine, the fourth daughter of Ferdinand 
and Isabella of Spain. The prince dying a 
few months after the wedding, the king, un- 
willing to lose the alliance, forced his next 
son Henry, then, in 1502, but twelve years 
of age, to engage himself to the widow, six 
years his senior. 

Seven years later the prince succeeded his 
father as Henry the Eighth. One of his first 
acts was to consider with his council the cel- 
ebration of his marriage. A union to a de- 
ceased brother's wife was in opposition to 
the Levitical law and to the law of the 
Church, and was opposed on this ground by 
Warham, the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The political advantages of the union out- 
weighed this objection ; a dispensation from 
the Pope, then a usual remedy in such cases, 
was obtained, and the marriage took place. 
He had several children, but all, except one 
daughter, died in early infancy. As years 
rolled by, he began again to doubt as to the 
lawfulness of his union. The loss of children 
was one of the penalties prophesied by the 
Levitical text, which condemned such unions. 
It was a misfortune to the nation as well as 
the King, as the succession, the cause of so 
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many and long wars, hung upon the life of a 
frail girl. -The fading youth of the Queen 
brought the difference in their ages still more 
prominently to view. All this combined to 
create a wish in his mind for a divorce. 

The King communicated his scruples to 
the bishops. The difficulty caused by the 
previous relationship had always been recog- 
nized by the Church as an obstacle, and the 
prelates approved of an application for a 
divorce. Meanwhile, the King's desire for a 
release had become intensified by an attach- 
ment he had formed for a beautiful young 
lady of his court, Anne Boleyn. The curious 
combination of ecclesiastical, political, and 
personal considerations thus entered into this 
as into all of the transactions of which we 
are speaking. The King desired a young 
wife, not only for her attractions, but 
that the succession to the throne might be 
strengthened. The Reformers favored his 
wish because Anne Boleyn, having been 
brought up at the court of the Duchess 
d'Alenoon, known as a sympathizer with the 
Protestants, was herself inclined to the Prot- 
estant faith. 

The Pope would in ordinary circumstances 
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have at once granted the divorce. He was 
inclined to oblige so powerful a petitioner, 
but feared to oifend the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, the nephew of the Queen, who 
Qxerted himself actively in her oause. 

After a delay of several months, Cardinal 
Campeggio and Wolsey were appointed the 
Pope's legates to hold a court in England for 
the ^rial of the question of the King's mar- 
riage. Their report was to be made to the 
Pope, who retained in his own hands the 
ultimate decision of the matter. 

Campeggio received his commission in 
April, but postponed his journey until Octo- 
ber. Before the court had completed their 
laboi's, the Pope, acting under the influence 
of the Emperor, removed ihe court to Eome 
and summoned Henry to appear before it 
This summons the King regarded as an of- 
fence to his dignity, and refused to comply 
with. He vented his anger upon Wolsey, 
whom he deprived of the chancellorship, ap- 
pointing in his place Sir Thomas More. Ne- 
gotiations were thus prolonged from months 
to years, when a slight circumstance changed 
the state of aflfairs. 

Bishop Gardiner, the secretary of state, 
5* 
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and Fox, the royal almoner, met casually one 
evening with Dr. Tliomas Cranmer, fellow of 
Jesus College, Cambridge. Falling into con- 
versation on the prevalent topic of the day, 
Cranmer suggested that it would be well to 
obtain the opinions of the leading universi- 
ties of Europe on the subject ; as, if they 
decided for the divorce, the Pope could 
hardly refuse to grant it, and if they main- 
tained the lawfulness of the marriage, the 
King's doubts would be set at rest. The 
suggestion struck his auditors so favorably 
that they mentioned it to the King, who im- 
mediately sent for Cranmer and directed him 
to take measures to carry out his suggestion. 

Application was formally made, and an- 
swers in due time ret^irned from these seats 
of theological learning, condemning the mar- 
riage. The University of Bologna, in the 
Pope's own dominions, joined in the assent. 
Oxford and Cambridge sustained the union, 
fearing that an opposite decision would 
streifgthen the Reformers, who, as the Uni- 
versity authorities were aware, had already 
gained some hold within their walls. 

The Pope continued to summon the King 
and protract the contest by temporizing. 
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Henry at last resolved to decide for himself. 
The convocations of York and Canterbury, 
the legal representation of the English clergy, 
had joined witli the foreign universities in 
pronouncing the maiTiage illegal. Relying 
upon these decisions, he was privately mar- 
ried to Anne Boleyn. His former wife still 
continued her opposition to the divorce and 
appeal to Eome. The Pope was urged to 
excommunicate Henry, but having suddenly, 
in consequence of a turn in Italian politics, 
formed an alliance with Francis the First of 
France, the rival of the Emperor, he was 
afraid to offend his new ally, who had all 
along supported Henry's application by so 
doing. 

A way was now opened to a reconciliation 
through the mediation of Francis. The Pope 
promised to remove his court to Cambray 
and grant the divorce, if Heniy would prom- 
ise to appear there. Henry agreed to do so, 
and the affair was regarded as settled. The 
bearer of his written consent, however, failed 
to reach Eome on the appointed day. The 
intelligence arrived in his place that the 
Court of Rome had been ridiculed in a play 
performed before the King. This so incensed 
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the Pope and cardinals that they forthwith 
pronounced against Xhe divorce, and de- 
clared Henry excommunicated if he per- 
sisted. The courier arrived ten days after, 
but the mischief was done. The King was 
soon after declared by Parliament the head 
X)t the Church of England, and the separa- 
tion from Kome was accomplished. 
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WE have now to return to Latimer. He 
continued to preach at Cambridge until 
Dr. William Butts, a physician in high favor 
with the King, became one of his auditors. 
Dr. Butts visited Cambridge to sound the 
minds of the leading divines respecting the 
reforms now in progress, and gain adherents 
to the royal views. He was so pleased with 
Latimer's style that he introduced him to the 
King, and procured him the appointment of 
preacher to the court for the Lent of 1530. 
The bluff King was taken by the display of a 
similar straightforwardness in the preacher. 
A little incident is recorded which exhibits 
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this in a somewhat rough manner. The 
Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge visited the 
court, apparently for the purpose of checking 
the advance of the new preacher, to whose 
doctrines he was violently opposed. He re- 
cords his own discomfiture in a letter to a 
friend. 

" Dominica Secunda" (the second Sunday 
in Lent), he says, " in the afternoon, I came 
to Windsor, and also to part of Mr. Latimer's 
sermon, and after the end of the same I 
spake with Mr. Secretary. But, by-and-by, 
the King' greatly praised Mr. Latimer's 
sermon, and, in so praising, said in this wise, 
'This displeaseth greatly Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 
yonder ; yon same,' said he unto the Duke of 
Norfolk, ' is Mr. Vice-Chancellor of Cam- 
bridge,' and so pointed unto me." 

We next hear of Latimer as protesting 
against the suppression of the translation of 
the New Testament, which had lately been 
published by Tyndal. A meeting of the 
clergy was convened at Lambeth by Arch- 
bishop Warham for the purpose of condemn- 
ing some works written by Tyndal, Frith, 
and others, favoring the new doctrines. The 
circulation of the Bible was also denounced 
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as unnecessary for the instruction of the laity, 
who, it was urged, should receive its doctrines 
only through the authoritative voice of the 
pulpit. 

Latimer's name is found upon the record 
of those present at this meeting, but he does 
not appear to have taken any part in the 
proceedings which wene probably mere for- 
malities, to authorize the royal proclamation 
issued soon after, prohibiting the circulation 
of these works, and of Tyndal's translation. 

Latimer immediately made his protest 
in a letter to the King, in which he shows 
that the circulation of the Scriptures is not 
open to any of the objections which may or 
may not be applied to that of any other 
volume. 

Latimer addresses his letter — 

"To the most mighty prince. King of 
England, Henry the Eighth, grace, mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

"The holy doctor Saint Augustine saith," he 
commences, " that he, which for feare of any 
power hideth the truth, provoketh the wrath 
of God to come upon him: for he feareth 
men more than God. And according to the 
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same, the holy man. Saint John Chrysostome, 
saith, that he is not alonely a traytor to the 
truth, which openly for truth teacheth a lie, 
but he also which doth not truely pronounce 
and shewe the truth that he knoweth. These 
sentences (most redoubted King) when I read 
now of late, and marked them earnestly in 
the inward parts of jnine heart, they made 
me sore afraid, troubled and vexed me 
grievously in my conscience, and at the last 
drove me to this streyt, that either I must 
shewe forth such things as I have read, and 
learned in Scripture, or else be of that sort 
that provoke the wrath of God upon them, 
and be traitors unto the truth : the which 
thing than it should happen, I had rather 
suffer extreme punishment. 

" For what other thing is it to be a traitor 
unto the truth, than to be a traitor and a 
Judas unto Christ, which is the very truth 
and cause of all truth ? the which saith that 
' whosoever denieth him here before men, he 
will deny him before his Father in heaven.' 
The which denying ought to be more feared 
and dreaded than the loss of all temporal 
goods, honor, promotion, fame, prison, 
slander, hurts, banishments, and all manner 
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of torments and cruelties, yea, and death itself, 
be it nerer so shameful and painful." 

Having thus solenmly and eloquently 
stated the gravity of the offence, he speaks 
of the offenders. 

" But alas, how little do men regard those 
sharp sayings of these two holy men! and 
how little do they fear the terrible judgment 
of Almighty God I and specially they which 
boaiSt themselves to be guides and captains 
unto others, and challenging unto themselves 
the knowledge of holy Scripture, yet will 
neither show the truth themselves (as they 
be bound), neither suffer them that would; 
so that unto them may be said that which 
our Saviour Christ said to the Pharisees 
(Matthew xxiii.), ' Wo be it unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, which shut up the kingdom 
of heaven before men, and neither will you 
enter in yourselves, neither suffer them that 
would, to enter in.' And they will, as much 
as in them lyeth, debar not only the Word 
of God, which David calleth 'light to direct 
and show every man how to order his affec- 
tions and lusts,' according to the command- 
ment of God; but also, by their subtile 
wiliness, they instruct, move, and provoke, 
6 



62 THE LIFE OF HUGH LATIMER. 

in a manner, all kings in Christendom, to 
aid, succor, and help them in this their 
mischief ; and especially in this your realm, 
they have sore blinded your liege people 
and subjects with their laws, customs, cere- 
monies, and Banbury gloses ; and punished 
them with cursings, excommunications, and 
other corruptions (corrections, I would say) ; 
and now at tlie last, when they see that they 
cannot prevail against the open truth (which 
the more it is persecuted, the more increaseth 
by their tyranny), they have made it treason 
to your noble Grace to have the Scripture in 
English." 

He then reminds the King, that though 
high in office he is still a mortal man, having 
" no less need of the merits of Christ's 
passion for your salvation, than I and other 
of your subjects have, which be all members 
of the mystical body of Christ." Consider- 
ing this, "and also your favorable and 
gentle nature, I was bold to write this rude, 
homely, and simple letter unto your Grace, 
trusting that you will accept my true and 
faithful mind, even as it is. 

" First, and before all things, I will exhort 
your Grace to mark the life and process of 
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our Saviour Christ and his Apostles in preach- 
ing and setting forth of the Gospel ; and to 
note also the words of our master Christ, 
which he had to his disciples, when he sent 
them forth to preach his Gospel ; and to 
these have ever in your mind the golden 
rule of our master Christ : ' The tree is 
known by the fruit.' For by the diligent 
marking of tjiese, your Grace shall clearly 
know and perceive who be the true followers 
of Christ and teachers of his Gospel, arid who 
be not. 

" And concerning the first, all Scripture 
sheweth plainly that our Saviour Jesus 
Christ's life was very poor. Begin at his 
birth, and, I beseech you, who ever heard of 
a poorer, or so poor as he was ? 

" It were too long to write how poor Jo- 
, seph and the blessed Virgin Mary took their 
journey from Nazareth towards Bethlem, in 
the cold and frosty winter, having nobody to 
wait upon them, but he both master and 
man, and she both mistress and maid. How 
vilely, thinks your Grace, were they intreated 
ii;i the inns and lodgings by the way ? and in 
how vile and abject place was this poor 
maid, the mother of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
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brought to bed in, without company, light, 
or any other thing necessary for a woman in 
that plight ? Was not here a poor beginning, 
as concerning the world ? Yes, trulie. And 
according to this beginning, was the process 
and end of his life in this world ; and yet he 
might by his godly power have had all the 
goods and treasures of this world at his 
pleasure, when and where he would. But 
this he did to show us that his followers and 
vicars should not regard nor set by the 
treasures of this world ; but after the saying 
of David we ought to take them, which saith 
thus : ' If riches, promotions, and dignity 
happen to a man, let him not set his affiance, 
pleasure, trust, and heart upon them.' So 
that it is not against the poverty in spirit 
which Christ praiseth in the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, chapter fifth, to be rich, to be in 
dignity and in honor, so that their hearts be 
not fixed and set upon them so much, that 
they neither care for God nor good men. 
But they be enemies to this poverty in spirit, 
have they never so little, that have greedy 
and desirous minds to the goods of this 
world, only because they would live after 
their own pleasure and lusts. And they also 
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be priTj enemies (and so much the worse) 
which have professed, as they say, wilful 
poverty, and will not be called worldly men, 
and they have lords' lands and kings' riches ; 
yea, rather than they would lose one jot of 
that which they have, they will set debate 
between king and king, realm and realm — 
yea, between the king and his subjects, and 
cause rebellion against the temporal power, 
to the which our Saviour Christ himself 
obeyed and paid tribute, as the Gospel de- 
clareth ; unto whom the holy Apostle St. 
Paul teacheth every Christian man to obey. 
Yea, and beside all this, they will curse and 
ban, as much as in them lieth, even into the 
deep pit of hell, all that gainsay their appe- 
tite, whereby they think their goods, promo- 
tions, or dignities should decay." 

He then shows the determination of the 
clepgy to resist any restriction of their over- 
grown temporalities, but adds in this matter 
a wise caution, too little heeded : 

"Neither will I that your Grace should 
take away the goods due to the Church, but 
take away all evil persons from the goods, 
and set better in their stead." 

He goes on to show that the " true preach- 
6* 
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ers" must expect to endure want and suffer 
privation. 

" The true preachers go like sheep harm- 
less, and be persecuted, and yet they revenge 
not their wrong, but remit all to God ; so far 
is it off that they will persecute any other, 
but with the "Word of God only, which is 
their weapon. And so this is the most evi- 
dent token that our Saviour Jesus Christ 
would that his Gospel and the preachers of 
it should be known by, that it should be 
despised among these worldly wise men, and 
that they should repute it but foolishness and 
deceivable doctrine, and the true preachers 
should be persecuted and hated, and driven 
from town to town — ^yea, and at the last lose 
both goods and life." 

"Take this for a sure conclusion, that 
there, where the Word of God is truly 
preached, there is persecution, as well of the 
hearers as of the teachers; and whereas is 
quietness and rest in worldly pleasure, there is 
not the truth. For the world loveth all that 
are of the world, and hateth all things that 
are contrary to it. And to be short, St. Paul 
calleth the Gospel the word of the cross, the 
word of punishment. And the holy Scrip- 
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ture doth promise nothing to the favors and 
followers of it in this world but trouble, vex- 
ation, arid persecution, which these men can- 
not suffer, nor away withall. 

'' Therefore pleaseth it your good Grace to 
return to this golden rule of our Master and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, which is th^ : * By 
their fruits ye shall know them.' For where 
you see persecution, there is the Gospel, and 
there is the truth ; and they that do perse- 
cute, be void and without all truth, not caring 
for the clear light which (as our Saviour Jesus 
Christ saith in the third chapter of St. John's 
Gospel) 'is come into the world, and shall 
utter and shew forth every man's works.' 
And they whose works be naught, dare not 
come to this light, but go about to stop it 
and hinder it, letting as much as they may, 
that the holy Scripture should not be read in 
our mother-tongue, saying that it would 
cause heresy and insurrection ; and so they 
persuade, at the least way they would fain 
persuade, your Grace to keep it back. But 
here mark their shameless boldness, which 
be not ashamed, contrary to Christ's doc- 
trine, to gather figs of thorns and grapes of 
bushes, and to call light darkness, and dark- 
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ness light, sweet sour, and sour sweet, good 
evil, and evil good, and to say that that 
which teacheth all obedience should cause 
dissension and strife. But such is their wily 
wisdom : therewith they judge and measure 
everything, to hold and keep still this wicked 
mammon, the goods of this world, which is 
their cfod, and hath so blinded the eyes of 
their hearts that they cannot see the clear 
light of the sacred Scripture, though they 
babble never so much of it. 

" But as concerning this matter, other men 
have shewed your Grace their minds, how 
necessary it is to have the Scriptures in 
English. The which thing also your Grace 
hath promised by your last proclamation — 
the which promise I pray God that your 
gracious highness may shortly perform, even 
to-day before to-morrow. 

******* 

"Therefore, good King, seeing that the 
right David — that is to say, our Saviour 
Christ, has sent his servants — that is to say, 
his true preachers, and his own "Word also to 
comfort our weak and sick souls, let not 
these worldly men make your Grace believe 
that they will cause insurrections and here- 
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Bies, and such mischiefs as they hnagine of 
their own mad brains, least that He be 
avenged upon you and your realm, as was 
* David upon the Ammonites, and as He hath 
ever been avenged upon them which have ob- 
stinately withstood and gainsayed His word. 
" But peradventuro they will lay this 
against me, and say that experience doth 
shew, how that such men as call themselves 
followers of the Gospel, regardeth not your 
Grace's commandment, neither set by your 
proclamation, and that was well proved by 
those persons which of late were punished in 
Loudon for keeping of such books as your 
Grace had prohibited by proclamation ; and 
60 like as they regarded not this, so they will 
not regard or esteem other your Grace's laws, 
statutes, and ordinances. But this is but a 
crafty persuasion ; for your Grace knoweth 
that there is no man living, specially that 
loveth worldly promotion, that is so foolish 
to set forth, promote, or enhance his enemy, 
whereby he should be let of his worldly 
pleasures and fleshly desires ; but rather he 
will seek all the ways possible that he can, 
utterly to confound, destroy, and put him 
out of the way. And so as concerning your 
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last proclamation,, prohibiting such books, 
the very true cause of it, and chief counsel- 
lors (as men say, and of likelihood it should 
be), were they whose evil living and cloaked i 
hypocrisy these books uttered and disclosed. 
And howbeit that there were three or four 
that would have had the Scripture to go 
forth in English, yet it happened there, as it 
is evermore seen, that the most part over- 
cometh the better ; and so it might be that 
these men did not take this proclamation as 
yours, but as theirs set forth in your name, 
as they have done many times more, which 
hath put this your realm in great hindrance 
and trouble, and brought it in grftat penury, 
and more would have done if God had not 
mercifully provided to bring your Grace to 
knowledge of the falsehood and privy treason 
which their head and captain was about; 
and be ye sure not without adherents, if the 
matter be only searched. For what marvel 
is it, that they being so nigh of your coun- 
sel, and so familiar with your lords, should 
provoke both your Grace and them to pro- 
hibit these books, which before by their own 
authority have forbidden the New Testament 
under pain of everlasting damnation ; for 
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such is their manner, to send a thousand men 
to hell, ere they send one to God. And yet 
the New Testament (and so I tliink by the 
other) was meekly offered to every man that 
would and could, to amend it, if there were 
any fault. Moreover, I will ask them the 
cause of all insurrections which have been in 
this realm heretofore ? And whence is it 
that there be so many extortioners, bribers, 
u^urtherers, and thieves, which daily do not 
break only your Grace's laws, ordinances, 
and statutes, but also the laws and com- 
mandments of Almighty God ? I think they 
will not say these books, but rather their 
pardons, which causeth many a man to sin in 
trust of them. For as for those malefactors 
which I now rehearsed, you shall not find 
one amongst a hundred but that he will cry 
out both of these books, and also of them 
that have them, yea, and will be glad to 
spend the good which he hath wrongfully 
gotten upon fagots to burn both the books 
and them that have them. 

" And as touching these men that were 
lately punished for these books, there is no 
man, I hear say, that can lay any word or 
deed against them that should sound to the 
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breaking of any of your Grace's laws, this 
only except, if it be yours, and not rather 
theirs. And be it so that there be some that 
have these books that be evil, unruly, and 
self-willed persons, not regarding God's laws 
nor man's ; yet these books be not the cause 
thereof no more than was the bodily presence 
of Christ and his words the cause that Judas 
fell, but their own forward mind and carnal 
wit, which should be amended by the virhi- 
ous example of living of their curates, and by 
the true exposition of the Scripture. If the 
lay people had such curates that would thus 
do their office, these books nor the devil him- 
self could not hurt them, nor make them to 
go out of frame ; so that the lack of good 
curates is the destruction and cause of all 
mischief. Neither do I write these things 
because that I will excuse the men lately 
punished, or to affirm all to be true written 
in these books, which I have not all read, 
but to show that there cannot such inconve- 
nience follow of them, and specially of the 
Scripture, as they would make men believe 
should follow. 

" And though it be so that your Grace 
may, by other books, and namely, by the 
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Scripture itself, know and perceive the hypo- 
crite wolves, clad in sheep's clothing, yet I 
think myself bound in conscience to utter 
unto your Grace such things as God put in my 
mind to write. And this I do (God so judge 
me), not for hate of any person or persons 
living, nor for that I think the Word of God 
should go fortli without persecution, if your 
Grace had commanded that every man with- 
in your realm should have it in his mother's 
tongue, ^or the Gospel must needs have 
persecution unto the time that it be preached 
throughout all the world, which is the last 
sign that Christ showed to his disciples 
should come before the day of judgment; 
so that if your Grace had once commanded 
that the Scripture should be put forth, the 
devil would set forth some wile or other to 
persecute the truth. But my purpose is, for 
the love that I have to God principally, and 
the glory of his name, which is only known 
by his Word, and for the true allegiance that 
I owe unto your Grace, and not to hide in 
the ground of my heart the talent given me 
of God, but to chaffer it forth to other, that 
it may increase to the pleasure of God, to 
exhort your Grace to avoid and beware of 
7 
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these mischievous flatterers, and their abom- 
inable ways and counsel." 

He next warns the King to take heed as to 
the counsels he follows, for that many who 
have committed themselves by their writings 
will adhere to opinions which they now 
know to be wi'ong, simply to avoid the 
charge of inconsistency. He shows that St. 
Paul and David were not afraid to confess 
that they had been in error. The letter 
closes with this direct appeal. 

" Wherefore they be sore drowned in 
worldly wisdom that think it against their 
worship to acknowledge their ignorance ; 
whom I pray to God that your Grace may 
espy, and take heed of their worldly wisdom, 
which is foolishness before God ; that you 
may do that that God commandeth, and not 
that which seemeth good in your own sight, 
without the Word of God, that your Grace 
may be found acceptable in his sight, and 
one of the members of his Church ; and ac- 
cording to the oflice that he hath called your 
Grace unto, you may be found a faithful 
minister of his gifts, and not a defender of 
his faith, for he will not have it defended by 
man, or man's power, but by his Word only, 
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by the which he hath evermore defended it, 
and that by a way far above man's power or 
reason, as all the stories of the Bible maketh 
mention. 

" Wherefore, gracious King, remember 
yourself; have pity upon your soul, and 
think that the day is even at hand when you 
shall give accounts of your office, and of the 
blood that hath been shed with your sword ; 
in the which day, that your Grace may stand 
steadfastly, and be not ashamed, but to be 
clear and ready in your reckoning, and to 
have (as they say) your quietus est sealed 
with the blood of our Saviour Christ, which 
only serveth at that day, is my daily prayer 
to Him that suffered death for our sins, 
which also prayeth to his Father for grace 
for us continually. To whom be all honor 
and praise for ever. Amen. The spirit of 
God preserve your Grace. Anno Domini, 
1530, 1 mo. die Decembris." 
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LATIMER'S address, declared by a late 
historian, Mr. F^oude, to be " of almost 
unexampled grandeur," is one of the most 
memorable documents of the English Ref- 
ormation. The writer knew that he had few 
friends and many enemies. His doctrines 
had been repeatedly pronounced dangerous 
by those in power, and he was well awar© 
that it needed but little to eend him to the 
stake. The books in whose behalf he plead- 
ed were those of Tyndal's press. Their dis- 
tributors, the Christian Brothers, as we have 
seen, were hunted down wherever they could 
be traced, and copies of the books them- 
selves had been publicly burned at St. Paul's, 
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in London, by the Church authorities. Hjb 
earnest plea was addressed to a monarch of 
almost unlimited power, impatient of contra- 
diction, and of determined will. It is to the 
King's credit that he appreciated the straight- 
forward earnestness of his subject, and was 
always afterward his firm friend. 

The address was not productive of any 
direct result. The Bibles and books were 
burnt as before, and their distributors es- 
caped a like fate only by concealment or 
flight from the country. In the following 
year, however, the King presented the earn- 
est pleader with the living of West Kingston, 
in Wiltshire. After his acceptance of this 
position, he was urged by his friend Dr. 
Bntts to remain at court and culti\rate his 
fair prospect of royal favor, lie was un- 
willing, however, to fill an office without 
performing its duties, and, disregarding these 
temptations to ambition, retired to his par- 
ish. He did not, however, cfefine himself 
to its limits. Tlie license to preach through- 
out England, granted by Wolsey, had been 
confirmed by the King, and Latimer was 
now becoming so well known that his serv- 
ices were in constant demand. His enemies 
7* 
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endeavored to silence him by preferring an 
accusation that he had preached jn London 
without having obtained the requisite per- 
mission. He was upon this cited to appear 
before Stokesley, Bishop of London. As this 
was contrary to ecclesiastical rule, the Bishop 
of London having no jurisdiction in the case, 
Latimer replied by appealing to his own 
diocesan, the Bishop of Salisbury. On this, 
Stokesley laid the matter before the Arch- 
bish6p of Canterbury, as the superior power. 
The Archbishop appointed a commission, and 
cited Latimer to appear before it. 

The Reformer, before his departure, ad- 
dressed a letter to his friend. Sir Edward 
Baynton, on the subject. Baynton was at 
the head of an important family in Wilt- 
shire. He was a near relative of Cardinal 
Pole, and a favorite of Henry the Eighth. 
His country seat, Bromham, was but a few 
miles distant /rom Latimer's parish. 

" I marvel not a little," he says in this let- 
ter, " how my lord Bishop of London, hav- 
ing so broad, wide, and large a diocese com- 
mitted unto his cure, and so peopled as it is, 
cian have leisure for preaching and teaching 
the "Word of God," and also have leisure 
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** either to trouble me or to trouble himself 
with me, so poor a wretch, a stranger to him 
and nothing pertaining to his cure, but as 
every man pertaineth to every man's cure ; 
BO intermixing and intermeddling himself 
with another man's cure, as though he had 
nothing to do in his own. 

"Meseems it were more comely for my 
lord (if it were comely for me to say so) to 
be a preacher himself, having so great a cure 
as he hath, than to be a disquieter and a 
troubler of preachers, and to preach nothing 
at all himself K it would please his lord- 
ship to take so great a labor and pain at any 
time as to come to preach in my little bish- 
opric at West Kingston, whether I were 
present or absent myself, I would thank his 
lordship heartily, and think myself greatly 
bounden to him, that he of his charitable 
goodness would go so far to help to discharge 
me in my cure ; or else I were more unnat- 
ural than a beast unreasonable ; nor yet I 
would dispute, contend, or demand by what 
authority, or where he had authority so to 
do, as long as his predication were fruitful 
and to the edification of my parishioners." 

He meets the charge against him, of intrn- 
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sion into the Bishop of London's diocese, by 
-citing his license, confirmed by the King, 
and his additional privilege as one of twelve 
preachers at large, annually appointed by 
the University of Cambridge. In the spe- 
cial case alleged, he preached " not of mine 
own seeing or by mine own procuration, but 
at the request of honest merchantmen (as 
they seemed to me), whose names I do not 
know, for they were not of mine acquaint- 
ance before." " They required me very in- 
stantly, and, to say the truth, even importu- 
nately." " They showed not only themselves, 
but also many other, to be very desirous to 
hear me, pretending great hunger and thii-st 
of the Word of God and ghostly doctrine." 
He " put them off," he says, until they 
brought him word " that the parson and 
curate were not only content, but also de- 
sired me." 

The letter contains an interesting statement 
of his views. 

" I have preached and teached but accord- 
ing to holy Scripture, holy fathers, and an- 
cient, interpreters.of the same, with the which 
I think uiy lord of London will be pacified, 
for I have done nothing else in my preach- 
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ing, but with all diligence moved my audi- 
tors to faith and charity, to do their duty, 
and that that is necessary to be done. 

" As for things of private devotion, mean 
things, and voluntary things, I have reproved 
the abuse, tlie superstition of them, witliout 
condemnation of the things themselves, as it 
becometh preachers to do ; -which thing, if 
my lord of London will do himself (as I 
would to God he would do), he should be re- 
ported, no doubt, to condemn the use of such 
things, of covetous men which have damage, 
and find less in their boxes by condemna- 
tion of the abuse ; which abuse they had 
rather should continue still, than their profit 
should not continue, so thorny be their 
hearts. 

" I have thought, in times past, that the 
Pope, Christ's vicar, hath been Lord of all 
the world, as Christ is ; so that if he should 
have deprived the King of his crown, or you 
of the lordship of Bromham, it had been 
enough, for he could do no wrong. Now I 
might be hired to think otherwise, notwith- 
standing I have both seen, and lieard Scrip- 
ture drawn to that pui*pose. I have thought, 
in times past, that the Pope's dispensations 
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of pluralities of benefices, and absence from 
the same, had discharged consciences before 
God ; for as much as I have heard,- Ecce 
vobiscum sum^ Lo I am with you, and Qui 
V08 audita He who heareth you, bended to 
corroborate the same. 

"Now I thought, in times past, that the 
Pope could have spoiled purgatory at his 
pleasure with a word of his mouth ; now 
learning might persuade me otherwise, or 
else I would marvel v^hy he would suflfer so 
much money to be bestowed that way which 
is so needful to be bestowed otherwise, and 
to deprive us of so many patrons in heaven, 
as he might deliver out of purgatory. 

" I have thought, in times past, that if I 
had been a friar, and in a cowl, 1 could not 
have been damned, nor afraid of death ; and 
by occasion of the same, I have been minded 
many times to have been a friar, namely, 
when I was sore sick and diseased. Now I 
abhor my superstitious foolishness. 
. " I have thought, in times past, that divers 
images of saints could have holpen me, and 
done me much good, and delivered me of my 
diseases : now I know that one can help as 
much as another ; and it pitieth mine heart 
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that my lord, and such as my lord is, can 
suffer the people to be so craftily deceived. 
It were too long to tell you what blindness I 
have been in, and how long it were ere I 
could forsake such folly, it was so corporate 
in me ; but by continual prayer, continual 
study of Scripture, and oft community with 
men of more right judgment, God hath de- 
livered me." 

Latimer was well aware of the peril to 
which he was to be exposed, but he was pre- 
pared to meet it with his wonted bravery 
and calmness. " The matter is weighty, and 
ought substantially to be looked upon, even 
as weighty as my life is worth ; but how to 
look substantially upon it, otherwise know 
not I, than to pray my Lord God, day and 
night, that as he hath boldened me to preach 
his tnith, so he will strengthen me to suffer 
for it, to the edification of them which have 
taken by the working of him, fruit thereby. 
And even so I desire you, and all other that 
favor me for his sake, likewise to pray ; for 
it is not I (without his helping hand) that 
can abide that brunt ; but I have trust that 
God will help me in time of need, which, if I 
had not, the ocean sea, I think, should have 
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divided my lord of London and me by tins 
day. For it is a rare thing for a preacher to 
have favor at Ins hand which is no preacher 
himself, and yet ought to bCi I pray God 
that both he and I may discharge ourselves, 
he in his great cure, and I in my little, 
to God's pleasure, and safety of our souls. 
Amen. 

" I pray you pardon me that I write no 
more distinctly, nor more truly ; for my 
head is so out of frame, that it should be too 
painful for me to write it again ; and if I be 
not prevented, shortly I intend to make merry 
with my parishioners this Christmas for all 
the sorrow, least perchance I never return to 
them again ; and I have heard say that a doe 
is as good in winter as a buck in summer." 

He alludes in the outset of his letter more 
particularly to his bodily infirmities : " I 
would be very, loath, now this deep winter, 
being so weak and so feeble (not only exer- 
cised with my old disease in my head and 
side, but also with new, both the cholic and 
the stone), to take such a journey." 

How cheerily does this little allusion to 
Christmas merriment, notwithstanding pains 
of body and perplexities of mind, illustrate 
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the brave liopefnl nature of the man I " I 
intend to make merry with my parishioners 
this Christmas for all the sorrow, least per- 
chance I never return to them again." 

The good man was able to keep the feast 
with his flock, as the summons was delayed 
until the tenth of January. 

On his appearance in London before the 
commissioners, he was required to sign a 
paper declaring his belief in purgatory and 
^e efficacy of prayer on earth to deliver 
souls therefrom ; in the intercession of the 
saints ; that pilgrimations 4;o, and offerings 
at, their shrines are meritorious ; that vows 
of chastity cannot be broken except by dis- 
pensation from the Pope ; that the " power 
of the keys" rests with the Pope, whether 
his life be pure or not ; that men may merit 
the favor of God by fasting, almsgiving, and 
other observance ; that such as are forbidden 
by the Bishop to preach, as suspected per- 
sons, should not preach until they have 
cleared themselves ; that Lent and other fasts 
are to be kept ; that grace is conveyed in all 
the seven sacraments to those who worthily 
receive ; that consecrations, sanctifyings, and 
blessings, as ordinarily used, are proper ; 
8 
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that crucifixes and images of saints should be 
placed in churches, and that it is proper to 
deck, clothe, and place lights before such 
representations. 

Latimer returned the paper, unsigned', with- 
out remark. On this he was told : " We in- 
tend not to be hard upon you ; take a copy 
of the articles, examine them carefully, and 
God grant that at our next meeting we may 
find each other in better temper." 

Two other attempts were made to induce 
Latimer to sign these articles, but he still re- 
fused. He was then declared contumacious 
and excommunicated. The case appears to 
have been next referred to convocation. The 
members of this body, the representative of 
the clergy, were smarting under the restric- 
tions recently placed upon it by acts of Par- 
liament. They had, not long before, follow- 
ing the poor example set them by the pos- 
thumous persecutors of Wickliflfe, exhumed 
and burnt the body of William Tracy, con- 
victed of heresy on the testimony of his will, 
and they would gladly have sent the living 
offender to the stake. 

A series of intricate examinations followed, 
of which Latimer has himself given an ac- 
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count in a sermon preached at Stamford nearly 
twenty years after. 

" I was opce in examination before five or 
six bishops, where I had much turmoiling. 
Every week thrice I came to examinations, 
and many snares and traps were laid to get 
something. Now God know'eth I was ig- 
norant of the law ; but that God gave me 
answer and wisdom what I should speak. It 
was God indeed, for else I had never escaped 
them. At the last I was brought forth to be 
examined into a chamber hanged with arras, 
where I was before wont to be examined, but 
now at this time the chamber was somewhat 
altered; for whereas before there was wont 
ever to be a fire in the chimney; now the 
fire was taken away, and an arras hanging 
hanged over the chimney, and the table stood 
near the chimney'^s end ; so that I stood be- 
tween the table and the chimney's end. There 
was among these bishops that examined me 
one with whom I have been very familiar, 
and took him for my great friend — an aged 
man, and he sat next the table end. Then 
among all other questions, he put forth one, 
a very subtle and crafty one, and such one 
indeed as I could not think so great danger 
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in. And when I should make answer, ' I 
pray you, Mas^^er Latimer,' said he, ' speak 
out; I am very thick of hearing, and here 
be many that sit far off.' I marvelled at this 
that I was bidden speak out, and began to 
misdeem, and gave an ear to the chimney. 
And, sir, there I heard a pen walking in the 
chimney behind the cloth. They had ap- 
pointed one there to write all mine answers ; 
for they made sure work that I sliould not 
start from them : there was no starting from 
them. God was my good Lord, and gave me 
answer ; I could never else have escaped it. 
The question was this: 'Master Latimer, do 
you not think, on your conscience, that you 
have been suspected of heresy V A subtle 
question — a very subtle question. There was 
no holding of peace would serve. To hold 
my peace had been to grant myself faultyi 
To answer it was every way full of danger. 
But God, which alway hath given me an- 
swer, helped me, or else I could never have 
escaped it, and delivered me from their 
hands. Many one have had the like gra- 
cious deliverance, and been endued with 
God's wisdom and God's Spirit, which all 
their adversaries could not be able to resist.'' 
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Latimer conducted his defence with vigor, 
acting, as suggested by Mr. Froude, in the 
spirit of hi§ counsel to James Bainham in 
like circumstances < "I do not allow that any 
man should consent to his own deatl), unless 
he had a right cause to die in. Let not vain 
glory overcome you in a matter that men 
deserve not to die for ; for therein you shall 
neither please God, do good to yourself, nor 
your neighbor ; and better it were for you to 
submit yourself to the ordinances of men, 
than so rashly to finish your life without good 
ground." 

^The articles were finally reduced to two, 
said to be those on the observance of Lent, 
and on crucifixes and images of the saints in 
churches. These articles Latimer consented 
to sign. He- made a statement in very gen- 
eral terms. " My lords, I do confess that I 
misordered myself very far, in that I have so 
presumptuously and boldly preached, reprov- 
ing certain things, by which the people that 
were infirm hath taken occasion of ill. 
Wherefore I ask forgiveness of my misbe- 
havior. I will be glad to make amends. And 
I have spoken indiscreetly in vehemeilce of 
speaking, and have erred in some things, and 
8* 
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in manner have been in a wrong way, lack- 
ing discretion in many things." 

He then requested absolution, but this was 
deferred to the tenth of April. On that day 
new charges were brought, based upon a 
letter written by Latimer to William Green- 
wood, of St. John's College, Cambridge. He 
now applied to the King, who intimated to 
the Convocation that the matter must be 
dropped. Latimer repeated his submission, 
and the excommunication was removed. 
Bishop Stokesley was, however, so little satis- 
fied with the result, that he prohibited Lati- 
mer from preaching within his diocese. 
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SBBMON AT BBISTOL— " OUB LADY" ▲ SINNSB — WOBSHIP 
OF BAJHTS — PILOBIMAGE — AYE MABIA — ETEBNAL 
PUNISHMENT— PUBGATOBT — POWELL AND HUBBABDIN 
— LATDfEB APPOINTED BISHOP. 

LATIMER continued to meet with opposi- 
tion in the discharge of his duties as a 
preacher. In 1533 he visited Bristol by re- 
quest of a portion of the clergy. A letter to 
his friend Ealph Morice, afterwards secretary 
to Archbishop Cranmer, contains an account 
of his reception. 

"Master Morice, you would wonder to 
know how I have been entreated at Bristol, 
I mean of some of the priests, which first 
desired me, welcomed me, made me cheer, 
heard what I said, and allowed my saying in 
all things whiles I was with them. When I 
was gone home to my benefice, perceiving 
that the people favored me so greatly, and* 
that the Mayor had appointed me to preach 
at Easter, privily they procured an inhibition 
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for all them that had not the Bishop's license, 
which they knew well enough I liad not, and 
80 craftily defeated master Mayor's appoint- 
ment, pretending that tliey were sorry for it ; 
procuring also certain preachers to blatter 
against me, as Hubbardin and Powell, with 
other more, whom, when I had brought 
before the Mayor and the wise council of the 
town, to know what they could lay to my 
charge, wherefore they so declaimed against 
me, they said they spake of information; 
howbeit no man could be brought forth that 
would abide by anything." 

A complaint against Latimer was made to 
a member of Convocation by Kichard Brown, 
a priest of Bristol. It was probably in con- 
sequence of this that the Convocation direct- 
ed a copy of Latimer's submission should be 
sent to " some approved and learned person'^ 
in districts where Latimer had preached or 
was likely to preach. 

Latimer has left on record, in his letter to 
his friend Morice, a statement of the objec- 
tions made to his sermon, and his answers. 
• These are so concisely and forcibly expressed, 
and present his opinions on the debated 
points so clearly, that we extract a portion. 
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They are interesting also as showing the 
gradual steps in his change of belief. We 
find him still adhering to what he afterwards 
abandoned, and he thereby shows himself to 
have been a fit leader of the English Refor- 
mation, whose great guiding principle was 
moderation. 

*' Our Lady was a sinner. 

So they did belie me to have said, when I 
had said nothing so, but to reprove certain, 
both priests and beneficed men, which do 
give so much to our Lady, as though sho had 
not been saved by Christ, a whole Saviour 
both of her, and of all that be and shall be 
saved. I did reason after this manner, that 
either she was a sinner, or no sinner. If a 
sinner, then she was delivered from sin by 
Christ, so that he saved her, either by deliv- 
ering or preserving her from sin ; so that 
without him neither she, nor none other, 
either be, or could be saved. 
• " Saints are not to he worshipped. 
. So they lied, when I had shewed divers sig- 
nifications of this word "'saints" among the vul- 
gar people. First, images of saints are called 
saints, and so they are not to be worshipped : 
take worshipping of them for praying to 
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them ; for they are neither mediators by way 
of redemption, nor yet by way of interces- 
sion. And yet they may be well used, when 
they be applied to that use they were 
ordained for, to be laymen's books for re- 
membrance of heavenly things. 

Take saints for inhabiters of heaven, and 
worshipping of them for praying to them, I 
never denied but that they might be wor- 
shipped, and be our mediators, though not 
by way of redemption (for so Christ alone is 
a whole mediator, both for them and for us), 
yet by the way of intepcession. 

" Pilgrimage. 

And I never denied pilgrimage. And yet 
I have said that much scurf must be pared 
away, ere ever it can be well done ; super- 
stition, idolatry, false faith and trust in the 
image, unjust estimation of the thing, setting 
aside God's ordinance for doing of the thing ; 
debts must be paid, restitutions made, wife 
and children be provided for, duty to our 
poor neighbors discharged. And when it is, 
at the best, before it be vowed, it need not 
to be done ; for it is neither under the bid- 
ding of God, nor of man, to be done." 

He speaks also of this matter in another 
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{>art of the letter. " As for pilgrimage, you 
would wonder what juggling there is to get 
money withal. I dwell within half a mile 
of the Fossway,* and you would wonder to 
see how they come by flocks out of the west 
country to many images, but chiefly to the 
blood of Hailes, and they believe verily that 
it is the very blood that was in Christ's body, 
shed upon the mount of Calvary for our 
salvation, and that the sight of it with their 
bodily eye doth certify them, and putteth 
them out of doubt, that they be in clean life, 
and in state of salvation without spot of sin, 
which doth bolden them to many things. 
For you would wonder, if you should com- 
mune with ttem both coming and going, 
what faiths they have : for as forgiving their 
enemies, and reconciling their Christian 
brethren, they cannot away withal ; for the 
sight of that blood doth requite them for the 
time." 

He gives a specimen of the manner in 
which texts of Scripture were wrested to 
favor such practices. 



^ The Boman road leading from Bath by Cirencester on 
tolinooki. 
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" Our pilgrimages are not a little beholden 
to him (Dr. Powell) ; for to occasion the people 
to them, he alleged this text : Whosoever 
leaveth father, or mother, or houses, or 
lands," etc. 

" Ave Maria. 

As for the Ave Maria, who can think 
that I would deny it ? I said it was a heav- 
enly greeting or saluting of our blessed Lady. 
* * But I said it was not properly a 
prayer, as the Pater N'oster, which (Jur Saviour 
Christ himself made for a proper prayer, and 
bade us say it for a prayer, not adding that 
we should say ten or twenty Ave Marias 
withal. * * So that I did not speak 
against well saying of it, but against super- 
stitious saying of it, and of the Pater Noster 
too." 

The next charge, that he said there was 
" no fire in hellj' he denies, but declines any 
explanation of its nature. '' A fire it is ; a 
worm it is ; pain it is ; a torment it is ; an 
anguish it is ; a grief, a misery, a sorrow ; a 
heaviness inexplicable, intolerable, whose na- 
ture and condition in every point who can 
tell, but he that is of God's privy council, 
saith St. Augustine ? God give us grace 
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rather to be diligent to keep us ont of it, 
than to be curious to discuss the property of 
it ; for certain we be, that there is little ease, 
yea, none at all, but weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ; which be two eifects of 
extreme pain, rather certain tokens what 
pain there is, than what manner of pain 
there is." 

" No purgatoi'y. 

He that sheweth the state and condition 
of it, doth not deny it. But I had rather be 
in it than in Lollards' Tower, the Bishop's 
prison, for divers skills and reasons. 

First. In this I might die bodily for lack 
of meat and drink : in that 1 could not. 

Item. In this I might die ghostly for fear 
of pain, or lack of good counsel : there I 
could not. 

Item. In this I might be in extreme neces- 
sity : in that I could not, if it be peril of per- 
ishing. 

Item. In this I might lack charity : there I 
could not. 

Item, In this I might lose my patience : in 
that I could not. 

Item. In this I might be in peril and dan- 
ger of death : in that I could not. 
9 
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Item. In this I might be without snrety ol 
salvation : in that I could not. 

Item., In this I might dishonor God : if 
that I could not. 

Item, In this I might murmur and grudgo 
against God : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might displease God : in 
that I could not. . 

Item, In this I might be displeased ^ith 
God : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be judged to per- 
petual prison, as they call it : in that I r,ould 
not. 

Item, In this I might be craftily handled : 
in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be brought to bear a 
fagot : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be discontented with 
God : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be separated and 
dissevered from Christ : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be a member of the 
devil : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be an inheritor in 
hell : in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might pray out of charity, 
and in vain : in that I could not. 
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Rem. In this my lord and his chaplains 
might manacle me by night : in that they 
could not. 

Item, In this they might strangle me and 
say that I hanged myself:* in that they 
could not. 

Item. In this they might have had me to 
the consistory, and judge me after their fash- 
ion : from thence they could not. 

Ergo. I had rather be there than here. 
For though the fire be called never so hot, yet 
if the Bishop's two fingers can shake away a 
piece, a friar's cowl another part, and scala 
ccdi altogether, I will never found abbey, 
college, nor chantry for that purpose. 

For seeing there is no pain that can break 
my charity, break my patience, cause me to 
dishonor God, to displease God, to be dis- 
pleased with God, cause me not to joy in 
God, nor that can bring me to danger of 
death, or to danger of desperation, or from 
surety of salvation ; that can separate nie 
from Christ, or Christ from me ; I care the 
less for it. John Chrysostome saith, that the 
greatest pain that damned souls have is to be 



^ An allusion to the aUeged fate of Richard Hon. 
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separate and cut off from Christ for ever ; 
which pain, he saith, is greater than many 
hells : wliich pain the souls in purgatory 
neither have nor can have. 

Consider, Master Morice, whether provi- 
sion for purgatory hath not brought thou- 
sands to hell. Debts have not been paid ; 
restitution of evil-gotten lands and goods 
hath not been made; Christian people (whose 
necessities we see, to whom whatsoever we 
do Christ reputeth done to himself, to whom 
we are bounden under pam of damnation, to 
do for as we would be done. for. ourself) are 
neglected and suffered to perish ; last wills 
unfulfilled and broken ; God's ordinance set 
aside ; and also for purgatory, foundations 
have been taken for sufficient satisfaction : 
so we have trifled away the ordinance of God 
and restitutions. Thus we have gone to hell 
with masses, diriges, and ringing of many a 
bell. And who can pill pilgrimages from 
idolatry, and purge purgatory from robbery, 
but he shall be in peril to come in suspicion 
of heresy with them, so that they may pi)^ 
with pilgrimage and spoil with purgatory? 
And verily the abuse of them cannot be 
taken away, but great lucre and vantage 
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shall fall away from them, which had rather 
have profit with abuse, than lack the same 
with use; and that is the wasp that doth 
sting them and maketh them to swell. And 
if purgatory were purged of all that it hath 
gotteft by setting iaside restitution and rob- 
bing of Christ, it would be but a poor pur- 
gatory — so poor, that it should not be able 
to feed so fat, and trick up so many idle and 
slothful lubbers. 

I take God to witness, I would hurt no 
man ; but it grieveth me to see such abuse 
continue without remedy. I cannot under- 
stand what they mean by the Pope's pardon- 
ing of purgatory, but by way of suffrage ; 
and as for suffrage, unless he do his duty, 
and seek not his own, but Christ's glory, I 
had rather have the suff'rageof Jack of the scul- 
lery, which, in his calling, doth exercise both 
faith and charity but for his mass ; and that 
is as good of another simple priest as of him. 
For, as for authority of keys, it is to loose 
from guiltiness of sin, and eternal pain due 
to the same, according to Christ's word, and 
not to his own private will." 

One of Latimer's chief opponents at Bris- 
tol was Dr. Edward Powell, of whose casu- 
9* 
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istry we have already given a specimen. An 
inflexible opponent of reformation, he was, in 
1540, executed as a traitor for his denial of 
the King's supremacy. Another was Master 
Hubbardin, a violent partisan and most en- 
ergetic preacher. He " would dance, and 
hop, and leap, and use histrionic gestures" to 
such an extravagant extent, that he finally 
broke down the pulpit, and his leg coming 
in for a share in the general demolition, he 
died from the eifects of injuries. 

This discussion appears to have had no ill 
eflfect for Latimer beyond that of temporary 
annoyance. We next hear of him as highly 
esteemed by Cranmer, who, after his conse- 
cration as Archbishop of Canterbury, on the 
thirtieth of March, 1533, licensed several per- 
sons to preach within the province at his re- 
quest. He was also charged by the Arch- 
bishop with the administration of the Injunc- 
tions lately set forth relative to preachers, 
and authorized to withdraw licenses to preach- 
ers when he saw fit to do so. He was also, 
by Cranmer's influence, appointed to preach 
before the King on the Wednesdays of Lent, 
1534. He seems, from the conclusion of the 
letter to Morice, to have desired this to dis- 



BISHOP OF WOJBCESTEE. 103 

prove the charges brought against him. " Be- 
cause I am so belied, I could wish that it 
would please the King's grace to command 
me to preach before his higlmess a whole 
year together every Sunday, that he might 
perceive how they belie me, saying that I 
have neither learning nor utterance worthy 
thereunto." 

Latimer's performance of his pulpit duties 
probably increased the respect entertained 
for him by the King. He had also a friend 
at court in Anne Boleyn. At her recom- 
mendation the monarch appointed the preach- 
er in the following year to the vacant dio- 
cese of Worcester. He was consecrated at 
Lambeth, by Archbishop Oranmer, in Sep- 
tember, 1536. 
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THE period of Latimer's entrance on the 
episcopate was one of weighty import in 
the history of the English Eefurmation. The 
separation from the Pope had been formally 
proclaimed by Parliament and by Convoca- 
tion in the previous year. The succession to 
the throne had been settled upon the oifspring 
of the King's second marriage, and an oath 
of allegiance in conformity with this decision, 
and also declaratory of the illegality of the 
first marriage, had been required of all sub- 
jects. Two individuals alone throughout the 
kingdon refused to take this oath. These 
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were Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, and Sir 
Thomas More, the successor of Wolsey as 
Lord Chancellor. 

The King was next declared by Parliament 
the head of the English Church, and denial 
of his authority as such head constituted 
treason.- Tlie only persons who refused this 
acknowledgment besides Fisher and More 
were the Carthusian monks of the Charter 
House in London. 

The exception was a memorable one. The 
Charter House liad Jcept its reputation unsul- 
lied amid all the scandal caused by the gen- 
eral irregularities of the monasteries. No 
whisper of peculation, misapproprialion of 
funds, of lewdness or drunkenness had been 
brought against its inmates. This social 
position, however, now operated against 
them. Tlie weight of their influence was too 
great to be left in opposition, Tliey would 
not bend, and they were broken ; Hauglilon 
the Prior, and nine of his brethren, were 
executed. The remaining members of the 
house were scattered in other institutions. 
The terrible penalty of the law was enforced 
with great reluctance, and the court put on 
mourning to testify to the public sorrow. 
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Fisher and More, also remained firm, and 
suifered the same fate in June and July, 1536. 

Bishop Latimer was appointed to preach 
at the opening of the Convocation, June 9, 
1536. The sermon appears in In's works, 
>' translated out of Latin into English, to the 
intent that things well said to a few may be 
understood of many, and do good to all them 
that desire to understand the truth." The* 
discourse is in two parts, both long, and is a 
stiiTing appeal for activity in the ministry. 
" God partly wondereth," he says, " at our 
ingratitude and perfidy, partly chideth us for 
them ; and being both full of wonder and 
ready to chide, asketli us, ' What is this that 
I hear of you V As though he should say 
unto us : ' All good men in all places com- 
plain of you, accuse your avarice, your 
exactions, your tyranny. They have re- 
quired in you a long season, and yet require 
diligence and sincerity. I commanded you 
that with all industry and labor ye should 
feed my sheep : ye earnestly feed yourselves 
from day to day, wallowing in delights and 
idleness. I commanded you to teach my 
commandments, and not your fancies ; and 
that ye should seek my glory and my van- 
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tage : you teach jour own traditions, and 
seek your own glory and profit. You preach 
very seldom ; and when ye do j^reacli, do 
nothing but cumber them that preach truly, 
as much as lieth in you : that it were much 
better such were not to preach at all, than so 
perniciously to preach. Oh, what hear I of 
you ? You that ought to be my preachers, 
what other thing do you, than apply all your 
study hither, to bring all my preachers to 
envy, shame, contempt? Yea, more than 
this, ye pull them into perils, into prisons, 
and, as much as in you lieth, to cruel deaths. 
To be short, I would that Christian people 
should hear my doctrine, and at their conve- 
nient leisure read it also, as many as would : 
your care is not that all men may hear it, 
but all your care is, that no lay man do read 
it: surely, being afraid lest they by the 
reading should understand it, and understand- 
ing, learn to rebuke oui* slothfulness." 

The great majority of the Convocation had 
little sympathy with their preacher. They 
had for the most part acquiesced unwillingly 
in the transfer of their spiritual allegiance 
from the Pope to the King, and were so far 
from desiring any change in the regulations 
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of the Church, that they brought in a bill 
against what they styled heretical opinions, 
aimed at Cranmer, Latimer, and Shaxton, a 
Reformer, recently consecrated Bishop of 
Salisbury. This, after a long debate, would 
have passed, had not Thomas Cromwell, the 
King's secretary, and the great leader of the 
Eeformed party, appeared in the assembly 
and ordered the withdrawal of the measure. 
This evidence of the royal sympathy so 
encouraged the Reformers, that they in turn 
assumed the offensive, and succeeded in pro- 
curing the suppression of four out of tha 
seven sacraments of the Roman ritual. 

Bis>hop Latimer conducted himself in his 
diocese in acicordance ^v\th his charge to his 
brethren. He was unable to abolish many 
old customs of a superstitious character, but 
with his wonted practical tone of mind he 
labored so to combine instruction with their 
practice, as to turn their observance to good 
account. One of these customs was the dis- 
tribution of holy water and holy bread in the 
churches, to be used as charms against sick- 
ness, witchcraft, and lightning. The Bishop 
prepared some familiar lines, as more likely 
to lix themselves in the memory of uneduca- 
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ted persons than graver sentences, to be nsed 
at these distributions. As the priest gave 
hoi J water, he said : 

** Remember your promise in baptism, 
Christ his mercy and bloodshedding, 
By whose most holy sprinkling, 
Of all your sins you have free pardoning." 

As he gave the bread : 

*• Of Christ's body this is a token, 
Which on the cross for our sins was broken, 
Wherefore of your sins you must be forsakers, 
If of Christ's death you would be partakers." 

An anecdote is told of this period which 
illustrates the Bishop's care for the poor of 
his charge. A gentleman of Warwickshire 
had in making a purchase taken advantage 
of the ignorance of a person in humble cir- 
cumstances. The purchaser was aided in his 
wrong doing by his brother, a justice of the 
peace. The poor man laid his case before 
the Bishop of the diocese, who forthwith 
appealed to the gentlemen to undo this 
wrong. On their refusal he intimated to 
them that if they persisted he should go to 
London and appeal to the King. The 
brothers had a wholesome conviction that 
10 
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the Bishop meaiit what he said, and forthwith 
made tlie i*equired restitution. 

In 1537 the whole Bible first appeared in 
English, translated b}' Tjndal, Eoger&, and, 
according to some authorities, Coverdale. 
Its sale was, through the influence of Cran- 
mer, authorized by the King, and a copy was 
placed in every church. This great boon 
'was gladly received by the people. Those 
who could, bought for themselves ; those who 
were less wealthy, clubbed together and pur- 
chased a copy for tiicir common use. 

In the churches the Bible was attached to 
a desk placed near the door, where all who 
chose might read. Gi'oups wOuld gather on 
Sunday listening while one of their number 
read aloud. The open Bible became the 
great topic of the day, and points of Christian 
doctrine, suggested by its perusal, were dis- 
cussed at every fireside of hall, cottage, or 
even alehouse. 

With the English Bible came tlie precursoj^ 
of the Book of Common Prayer. It was a 
small volume, entitled, "The Institution of 
a Christian Man," but was soon popularly 
known as the Bishops' Book. It was pre- 
pared by Cranmer and Latimer. It embodies 
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the ten " Articles devised by the Kinge's 
Highnes' Majestie to stably sh Christen qui- 
etnes" put forth in the previous year, in the 
preparation of which Melancthon is supposed 
to have taken part. Tliese articles permit 
the use of images, and of prayers to the saints, 
with a caution as to the limits of their use ; 
approve purgatory, but reject the Pope's par- 
dons and masses of scala codi ; maintain the 
sacraments of penance, baptism, and the 
Lord's Supper, asserting that unbaptized in- 
fants are lost eternally, and the doctrine of 
transubstantiation ; disclaiming any justifi- 
cation but through the merits of our Saviour, 
and declare the faith of a Christian to be 
comprised in the Bible and the three Creeds. 
It contains, in addition to these, an exposi- 
tion of the Apostles' Creed, the Seven Sacra- 
ments, the Ten Commandments, tlie Pater 
Noster, and the Ave Maria. 

The " Injunctions" addressed at this period 
by Bishop Latimer to the religious houses 
and clergy of his diocese, direct that sermons 
shall be often preached, and that during their 
delivery all other services, music, or ceremo- 
nies shall cease ; that the English Bible shall 
be placed in all churches and chapels ; that 
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a chapter shall be read at meal-times in all 
religions honses. Each clergyman is also 
enjoined to obtain a Bible or Testament in 
Latin and English, to read and study at least 
one chapter daily, and also to obtain the 
recently published " Institution of a Chris- 
tian Man." No young person is to be ad- 
mitted to the communion until after he or 
she has " openly in the church, after mass or 
even-song," recited the Lord's Prayer in En- 
glish. The children are to be taught to'read 
English, and the parsons are charged to do 
"at all times the best that you can to occa- 
sion your parishioners to peace, love, and 
charity, so that none of ye suffer the sun to 
set upon their wrath." 

On the 22d of May, 1588, Bishop Latimer 
was called to the painful duty of preaching 
at the execution of Friar Forest, who suffered 
for treason in denying the King's supremacy. 
The Bishop has a curious allusion to the mat- 
ter in a letter to Cromwell : " Sir, if it be 
your pleasure, as it is, that T shall play the 
fool after my customary manner when 'Forest 
shall suffer, I would wish that my stage stood 
near unto Forest ; for I would endeavor myself* 

^ Used in the Prayer-Book sense. 
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80 to content the people that therewith I 
might also convert Forest, God so helping, 
or rather altogether working; wherefore I 
would that he should hear what I shall say." 

The Bishop preached his sermon at the foot 
of the gallows. At its close he asked tlie 
sufferer what state he-would die in ; to which 
he replied, "that if an angel should come 
down from heaven to teach him any other 
doctrine than he had received and believed 
from his youth, he would not now believe 
him ; and that if his body should be cut 
joint by joint, or member after member, 
burnt, hanged, or what pain soever might be 
done to his body, he would never turn from 
his old profession." He then, addressing 
Latimer, told him that " seven years past he 
durst not have made such a sermon for his 
life." The execution was conducted with a 
barbarity unusual even in that age. Forest 
was suspended, living, by chains over a fire, 
and thus slowly consumed. 

These, with similar executions, furnished a 
sad precedent for the Komau Catholic party 
when they came.again into power in the 
reign of Mary. They doubtless, also, greatly 
embittered the strife in Henry's day. It is, 
10* 
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however, difficult to see how they could have 
been avoided in an age when death was the 
common penalty for offences against the 
state. While we regret that the establish- 
ment of the Keformation was thus marked 
by the blood of its opponents — in many in- 
stances, doubtless, sincferely religious men — 
we must remember that the government was 
assailed by threats without and plots within 
its dominions, and that great revolutions have 
seldom, if ever, been effected without being 
marked by similar faults. 

Latimer was also engaged this year in 
exposing the blood of Hailes. This was a 
relic which purported to be a portion of the 
blood of our Saviour, and brought great gain 
to the monastery which possessed it. 

Commissioners were now by authority of 
an act of Parliament engaged in their visita- 
tion of the religious houses. Latimer writes 
to Cromwell : " Sir, we have been bolting 
and sifting the blood of Hailes all this fore- 
noon. It was wonderously closely and craft- 
ily inclosed and stopped up, for taking of 
care. And it cleaveth faUt to the bottom of 
the little glass that it is in. And verily, it 
seemeth to be an unctuous gum and com- 



EXPOSUfiE OF IMPOSTUHE. 115 

pound of many things. It hath a certain 
unctuous moistness ; and though it seeni 
somewhat like blood when it is in the glass, 
yet when any parcel of the same is taken 
out, it turneth to a yellowness, and is cleav- 
ing like glue." 

We again liear of the blood of Hailes in 
November of the same year, when it was 
publicly exhibited to the people by Hilsey 
Bishop of Kochester, during his sermon at 
Paul's Cross, as a pitiful imposture. 
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OHABOB OF SEDITION — PBEAOHING DE8TB1T0TIOX OF THE 
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MENT. 

IN 1539 the enemies of Latimer appear to 
have made another attempt to injure his 
position with the King. He has himself told 
the story in one of his sermons before Edward 
the Sixth. 

" In the King's days that dead is, a many 
of us were called together before him to say 
our minds in certain matters. In the end, 
one kneeleth me down and accuseth me of 
sedition, that 1 had preached seditious doc- 
trine. A heavy salutation, and a hard point 
of such a man's doing, as if I should name 
him, ye would not think it. The King turned 
to me and said : ' What say you to that, sir V 
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Then I kneeled down, and turned me first to 
mine accuser, and required him : * Sir, what 
form of preaching would you appoint me to 
preach before a king ? Would you have me 
for to preach nothing as concerning a king 
in the King's sermon ? Have you any com- 
mission to appoint me what I shall preach V 
Besides this, I ask^d him divers other ques- 
tions, and he would make no answer to none 
of them all ; he had nothing to say. Then I 
turned me to the King, and submitted my- 
self to his Grace, and said : ' I never thought 
myself worthy, nor I never sued to be a 
preacher before your Grace, but I was called 
to it, and would be willing, if you mislike 
me, to give place to my betters ; for I grant 
there be a great many more worthy of the 
room than I am. And if it be your Grace's 
pleasure so to allow them for preachers, I 
could be content to bear their books after 
them. But if your Grace allow me for a 
preacher, I would desire your Grace to give 
me leave to discharge my conscience ; give 
me leave to frame my doctrine according to 
mine audience. I had been a very dolt to 
have preached so at the borders of your 
realm as 1 preach before your Grace.' 
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" And I thank Almighty God, which hath 
always been my remedy, that my sayings 
were well accepted of the King ; for, like a 
gracious lord, he turned into anotlier com- 
munication. It is even as the Scripture 
saith. Cot regis in manu Domini^ 'The 
Lord directed the king's heart.' Certain of 
my friends came to me with tears in their 
eyes and told me they looked I should have 
been in the Tower the same night." 

Latimer appears to have borne no part in 
one of the most important measures of this 
period — that of the destruction of the 
monasterie:^. He was, like Cranmer, desirous 
that their revenues should be preserved and 
devoted to education, the endowment of 
additional bishoprics, of new churches, and 
other religious purposes. The greed of the 
King and his courtiers for the forfeited 
estates was unfortunately too powerful to be* 
resisted. Great waste ensued from this. The 
monastic buildings, deserted by their occu- 
pants, fell into speedy decay, and their pictur- 
esque ruins now remain the only monuments 
of their former greatness. A letter from Lat- 
imer to Cromwell pleads earnestly for the 
preservation of one of these institutions. 
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"Now, Sir, another thing that, by youi 
favor, I might be a motioner unto you, at tlie 
request of an honest man, the Prior of Great 
Malvern, in my diocese, though not of my 
diocese,* referring the success of the whole 
matter to your only approved wisdom and 
benign goodness, in any case: for I know 
that I do play the fool, but yet with my 
foolishness 1 somewhat quiet an unquiet man 
and mitigate his heaviness; which I am bold 
to do with you, for that I know, by experi- 
ence, your goodness, that you will bear with 
fools in their frailness. This man both 
heareth and feareth (as he saith) the suppres- 
sion of his house, which, though he will be 
conformable in all points to the King's high- 
ness' pleasure, and yours once known, as both 
I advertised him, and also his bounden duty 
is to be ; yet, nevertheless, if he thought his 
enterprise would not be mistaken, nor turn to 
any displeasure, he would be an humble 
suitor to your lordship, and, by the same, to 
the King's good grace^for the upstanding of 
his foresaid house, and contiimance of the 

* It was in his diocese, but not subject to his Jurisdic- 
tion, having been in the time of Edward the First placed 
under that of the abbots of Westminster. 
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same to many good purposes: not in 
monkery, lie meaneth not so; God forbid! 
but any other ways as should be thought and 
seem good to the King's majesty: as to 
maintain teaching, preaching, study, with 
praying, and (to the which he is much given) 
good housekeeping ; for to the virtue of hos- 
pitality he hath been greatly inclined from 
his beginning, and is very much commended 
in these parts for the same. So, if five 
hundred marks to the King's highness, with 
two hundred marks to yourself for your 
good-will, might occasion the promotion of 
his intent, at least way for the time of his 
life, he doubteth not to make his friends for 
the same, if so little could bring so much to 
pass. The man is old, a good housekeeper, 
feedeth many, and that daily ; for the coun- 
try is poor, and full of penury. And, alasl 
my good lord, siiall we not see two or three 
in every shire changed to such remedy ?" 

In another letter he pleads for his cathe- 
dral city of Worcestei^that " the two friaries, 
Black and Grey," may be granted to it, their 
revenues to be applied to the free school of 
the Guild of the Holy Trinity, and the 
repair of the city bridge and wall. The city 
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obtained the grant in consequence of this 
appeal in the following year. 

A story is told of this period that Bishop 
Latimer presented to the King as a new 
year's day gift, in place of tlie costly oifering 
usually made, a copy of the New Testament 
witli the leaf turned down at the text, 
"Whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge." The King appears to have received 
the admonition quietly. 

The progress of flie Reformation was now 
to be subjected to a sudden check. Gardi- 
ner, Bishop of Winchester, had been active 
in the proceedings connected with the di- 
vorce from Queen Catherine, and had writ- 
ten a book to disprove the Pope's supremacy. 
He had, however, no sympathy with the 
Eeformation, and wished to restore the 
Church of England to its old condition un- 
changed except by the substitution of the 
King for the Pope as its head. He was sent, 
in 1638, to the German Diet at Eatisbon, 
where he was suspected to have held a se- 
cret correspondence with the Pope. 

On his return he so influenced the King 
that he was enabled to carry in Parliament, 
with the aid of the Duke of Norfolk, a bill 
11 
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known as that of the Six Articles. By the 
first of these, Transubstantiation was re-es- 
tablished. By the second, the laity were 
again restricted to one of the elements in the 
Lord's Supper. The third forbade priests to 
marry, and the fourth those who had taken 
vows of chastity. By the fifth, private masses, 
and the sixth, auricular confession, were re- 
stored. No one was to write, preach, or dis- 
pute against the first article under penalty 
of death. A denial of any of the remaining 
five was punishable with imprisonment at 
the pleasure of the King, and confiscation of 
property. The new laws were enforced with 
rigor. A new misfortune soon befell the 
Protestants in the loss of Cromwell, who had 
been from the first their active and able 
leader. He had opposed the Six Articles, 
and after their passage endeavored to mit- 
igate their severity. In the circumstances 
of his fall we again find the King's matri- 
monial affairs infiuencing the affairs of state. 
The royal domestic happiness was but tem- 
porarily promoted by the re-marriage. We 
soon find the new Queen the subject of ob- 
scure charges of immoral conduct. Her trial, 
condemnation, and execution quickly follow- 
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The King remains a widower but for a day, 
and then marries Lady Jane Seymour. The 
new Queen died in giving birth to a son, 
afterward King Edward the Sixth. 

The King had not this time a wife ready 
in advance, and Cromwell thought the occa- 
sion a good one to promote the Protestant 
interest by an alliance with one of the Prot- 
estant princes of Germany. He therefore 
persuaded the King, on the evidence of a 
portrait, representing the lady as comely, to 
solicit the hand of Anne of Cleves. He won 
with little wooing, but on the arrival of the 
lady was sadly disappointed m her personal 
appearance. The lady's family was too pow- 
erful for him to venture on a breach of 
promise, or settle the matter after his usual 
fashion by the shjrp stroke of the headsman 
of the Tower. He married, and visited his 
revenge on Cromwell. A bill of attainder 
was passed, many of the lords gladly assent- 
ing from jealousy of Cromwell's elevation, 
which had been rapid from his original posi- 
tion as a retainer in the household of Cardi- 
nal Wolsey. Others of his peers as gladly 
assented from an open or secret attachment 
to the old doctrines and rites of the Church 
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of Rome. Cromwell was executed. He was 
succeeded in his office by Bishop Gardiner. 

Latimer, on the passage of the Six Arti- 
cles, unable to yield his belief to their doc- 
trines, and unwilling to dissemble, resigned 
his bishopric July 11, 1539. As he laid 
aside his episcopal robe he gave a leap, and 
remarked, " That he was tiow rid of a great 
burthen, and had never found his shoulders 
so light before." 

All accounts agree in their testimony to 
his faithful and laborious discharge of the 
duties of his office. A letter written the 
Christmas befdre his resignation bears indi- 
rect testimony to his frugality to himself 
and liberality to the poor. His income, he 
writes, is exhausted. " I have left to my- 
self to keep my Christmas withal, and to 
come up withal, three-score pounds. All 
the rest is spent : if well, that is my duty ; 
if otherwise, that is my folly. As any man 
can complain, I must make answer ; else, 
God knoweth all. It is spent, I say, sav- 
ing that I have provision for household in 
wheat, malt, beeves, and muttons, as much 
as would sustain my house this half year 
and more, if I should not go forth of 
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my diocese, and in this standeth much the 
stay of my house ; for I am more inclined to 
feed many grossly and necessarily, than a 
few deliciously and voluptuously. As for 
plate and hangings, hath not cost me twenty 
shillings. In plate, my new-year's gifts doth 
my need with glass and byrral ; and I de- 
light more to feed hungry bellies than to 
clothe dead walls." 

Dr. Latimer appears, after his resignation 
and his refusal to accept the new articles, to 
have been placed in the charge of Dr. Samp- 
son, Bishop of Chichester, in whose power 
he remained until that prelate was sent to 
the Tower, when he regained his liber«'y. He 
was soon after severely injured by the fall of 
a tree, and compelled to visit London for med- 
ical aid. Here he was arrested and exam- 
ined on a charge of having spoken against 
one or more of the Six Articles. Whether 
acquitted or not, he appears to have remained 
at large until 1546, when he was examined 
before the privy council and committed to 
the Tower, where he remained, in imminent 
peril of death, until the close of the reign of 
Henry. 

11* 
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EDWAED THE SIXTH succeeded to the 
throne, January, 1547, it the age of ten 
years, under the guardianship of his uncle, 
the Lord Protector Somerset. A new turn 
was now given to aifairs, for the head of the 
government was a Protestant. 

Latimer was immediately set at liberty, 
and urged to resume his bishopric. This he 
declined, on account of his age and rapidly 
increasing infirmities. He now took up his 
residence, by his friend Cranmer's invita- 
tion, at Lambeth Palace, where he devoted 
himself to hearing the complaints of the 
poor and aggrieved who resorted thither for 
relief. He refers to these suitors in an earn- 
est appeal to the King. " I cannot go to my 
book, for poor folks come unto me, desiring 
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me that I will speak that their matters may 
be heard. I trouble my lord of Canterbury ; 
and being at his house, now and then I walk 
in the garden, looking in my book, as I can 
do but little good at it. But something I 
must needs do to satisfy this place. I am no 
sooner in the garden, and have read awhile, 
but by-and-by cometh there some one or 
other knocking at the gate. Anon cometh 
my man, and saitli : *' Sir, there is one at the 
gate would speak with you.' When I come 
there, then it is some one or other that de- 
sireth me that I will speak that his matter 
might be heard, and that he hath lain this 
long at great cost and charges, and cannot 
once have his matter come to the hearing." 

Latimer was appointed to preach before 
the King at the palace at Westminster. To 
accommodate the crowd of auditors, the pul- 
pit was set up in the private garden opposite 
one of the windows, where the youthful 
monarch was placed. Free access was given 
to the space around the pulpit, and we find 
it, in old engravings of the scene, black with 
heads. Dr. Latimer was indefatigable in his 
favorite vocation, preaching for the most 
part twice a Sunday during Edward's reign. 
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He was also, notwithstanding his advanced 
age, and the infirmities which were cansed 
by the falling tree, a laborious student, 
rising at two o'clock in the morning, winter 
and summer, to devote himself to his books. 

The appropriation of Church lands and 
other property was continued in the new 
reign with such shameless avidity on the 
part of leading public men, as to cause great 
dissatisfaction throughout the country. The 
^people, as yet but partially instructed in the 
new doctrines, connected these abuses, not 
unnaturally, with the triumph of Protestant- 
ism. 

The adulteration of the currency, an absurd 
expedient to meet the increasing expenses 
and decreasing revenues, caused great dis- 
tress among the laboring classes. The new 
landlords rendered themselves unpopular by 
ejecting from their doubtfully acquired pos- 
sessions tenants who had held their small 
farms from generation to generation. 

Latimer bore a constant and fearless 
testimony from his pulpit against these evil 
practices. His clear understanding, sound 
sense, and unswerving integrity are displayed 
to great advantage. His sermons at this 
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period entitle him to high rank as a liberal 
and far-sighted statesman as well as an earn- 
est and eloquent divine. 

Latimer was probably consulted by Cran- 
mer in reference to the various measures by 
wliich the Protestant cause was advanced 
during the brief reign of the boy-king. His 
name appears as one of a commission to re- 
press heresy, and as one of the divines 
charged with a reform of the ecclesiasdcal 
laws. He is also said to have assisted the 
Archbishop in the preparation of the Homi- 
lies, several o^ which bear marks of his style. 

The old divine's direc' and earnest mode 
of i)reacliing seems to have produced a 
powerful effect on his hearers. A remarka- 
ble proof of its power over one of them is 
given in the last sermon before Edward the 
Sixth. '' At my first preaching of reslitution,'' 
says Latimer, " one man took remorse of 
conscience, and acknowledged himself to me, 
that he had deceived the King, and willing 
he was to make restitution : and so, the first 
Lent, came to my hands twenty pounds to be 
restored to the King's use. I was promised 
twenty pounds more the same Lent, but it 
could not be made, so that it came not. 
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Well, the next Lent came three hundred and 
twenty pounds more. I received it myself, 
and paid it to the King's council. So, I was' 
asked, what he was that made this restitu- 
tion ? But should I have named him ? 
Nay, they should as soon have this weason* 
of mine. Well, now this Lent came one 
hundred and eighty pounds ten shillings, 
which I have paid and delivered this present 
day to the King's council : and so this man 
hath made a godly restitution." 

The pei*son thus happily persuaded was 
destined to give, at a later period, a still more 
memorable proof of his uprightness. The 
honorable reserve of Latimer has not suf- 
ficed to withhold his name from history. 
Few, however, who honor the name of John 
Bradford, the Marian martyr, are familiar 
with this incident of his life. During his 
employment as secretary to Sir John Har- 
rington, paymaster of the English forces in 
France, he fell into temptation, and appro- 
priated the public fund to his own use. On 
his return he became a student of the Tem- 
ple, but was so impressed by Latimer's 

o Throat. 
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preaching, that he abandoned the study of 
the law, devoted himself to theology, was 
ordained; and speedily took rank as a popu- 
lar preacher. 

Several of the published sermons of Dr. 
Latimer were preached in the town of Stam- 
ford, Lincolnshire, and at Grimsthorpe, the 
country seat of Katherine, Duchess-dowager 
of Suffolk, in the same county. 

This lady was strongly attached to Prot- 
estant principles, and appears to have been a 
warm admirer of Latimer. It is pleasant 
to find that a brief interval in the veteran's 
career was cheered by female sympatiiy. 
Permitted to enjoy the quiet of King 
Edward's reign, the Duchess was also destined 
to a further sympathy with the Reformer in 
the troublous days of Queen Mary. Her 
adventures were so romantic that they passed 
in the subsequent reign into the hands of the 
ballad makers. One of these has told his 
story so well, that, trusting in a kindred 
sympathy on the gentle reader's part with 
our own for the only lady who enlivens the 
good Bishop's history, we transfer the pleas- 
ant old verses to our pages. It is to be 
premised that the Duchess had, in the reign 
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of Edward, become the wife of Mr. Richard 
Bertie. 

A MOST RARE AND EXCELLENT HISTORY OF • 
THE DUCHESS OF SUFFOLK'S CALAMriY. 

When God had taken for our sin, 
That prudent prince K. Edward away, 

Then bloody Bonner did begin 
His raging malice to bewray ; 

All those that did God*s word profess. 

Are persecuted more or less. 

Thus whilst the Lord did on us lower, 

Many in prison he did throw, 
Tormenting them in Lollards' tower, 

Whereby Ihcy might the truth forego : 
Then Cranmer, Ridley, and the rest. 
Were burn'd in fire, whom Christ profest. 

Smithfieid was then with fagots fill'd. 

And many places more beside ; 
At Coventry was Sanders kill'd. 

At Gloucester eke good Hooper died. 
And to escape this bloody day. 
Beyond seas many went away. 

Amongst the rest that sought relief, 
And for their faith in dinger stood, 

Lady Elizabeth was the chief. 
King Henry's daughter, of royal blood, 

Within the Tower did prisoner lie, 

Looking each day when she should die. 
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The Duchess of Suffolk seeing this, 
Whose life likewise the tyrant sought — 

Then in the hope of heavenly bliss, 
Within God's Word her comfort wrought — 

For fear of death was fain to fly. 

And leave her house most secretly. 

That for the love of Christ alone. 
Her lands and goods she left behind ; 

Seeking still for that precious stone— 
The word of truth — ^so rare to find I 

She, with her nurse, husband, and child, 

In pDor array then* sight beguil'd. 

Thus through London they passed along, 

Each one did tako a several street ; 
Thus, all unknown, escaping wrong. 

At BDlingsgate they all did meet : 
Like people poor, in Gravesend barge. 
They simply went with all their charge. 

And along from Gravesend town, 

With journeys short, on foot they went ; 

Unto the sea's coast they came down, 
(To pass the seas was their intent) ; 

And God provided so that day. 

That they took ship and sail'd away. 

And with a prosperous gale of wind, 

In Flanders safe they did arrive ; 
This was to their great ease of mind, 

And from their hearts much wo did drive ; 
And so with thanks to God on high. 
They took their way to Germany. 
12 
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Thus they travell'd still disguised ; 

Upon the highway suddenly, 
By cruel thieves, they were surpris'd, 

Assailing their small company ; 
And all their treasure and their store 
They took away and beat them sore. 

The nurse, in middle of the fight, 
Laid down the child upon the ground ; 

She ran away out of their sight, 
And never after that was found. 

Then did the Duchess make great moan, 

With her good husband all alone. 

The thieves had their horses kill'd. 
And all their money quite had took ; 

The pretty baby, almost spill' d. 
Was by the nurse likewise forsook ; 

And they far from their friends did stand. 

All succorless in a strange land. 

The skies likewise began to scowl. 
It hail'd and rain'd in piteous sort. 

The way was long and piteous foul ; 
Then (may I now full well report) 

. Their grief and sorrow was not small, 

When this unhappy chance did fall. 

Sometime the Duchess bore the child, 
As well as ever she could be, 

And when the lady kind and mild 
Was weary, then the child bore he. 

And thus they one and other eas'd 

And with their fortunes were well pleas'd. 
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And after many weary steps, 
All wet-shod, both in dirt and mire, 

After much grief their heart it leaps, 
For labor doth some rest require. 

A town before them they did see, 

But lodg'd therein they could not be. 

From house to house then they did go, 
Seeing where they that night might lie ; 

But want of money was their wo, 
And still the babe with cold did cry. 

With cap and knee they court' sy make, 

But none on them would pity take. 

Lo ! here a princess of great blood 

Doth pray a peasant for relief ! 
With tears bedewed as she stood, 

Yet few or none regard her grief. 
Her speech they could not understand. 
But gave her money in her hand. 

When all in vain their pains were spent. 
And that they could not house-room get, 

Into a church-porch then they went. 
To stand out of the rain and wet. 

Then said the Duchess to her dear, 

** Oh ! that we had a fire here." 

Then did her husband so provide, 
That fire and coals he got with speed ; 

She sat down by the fire side 
To dress her daughter, that had need. 

And while she dress' d it in her lap, 

Her husband made the infant pap. 
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Anon the sexton thither came, 
And finding them there by the fire, 

The drunken knave, all void of shame, 
To drive them out was his desire ; 

And spui-ning forth that noble dame, 

Her husband's wrath it did inflame. 

And all in fury as he stood, 

He wrung the church-keys out of his hand, 
And struck him so that all of blood 

His head ran down, where he did stand : 
Wherefore the sexton presently 
For help and aid aloud did cry. 

Then came the officers in haste, 
And took the Duchess and her child. 

And with her husband thus they passed, 
like lambs beset with tigers wild ; 

And to the governor were brought. 

Who understood them not in aught. 

Then Master Bartu, brave and bold. 
In Latin made a gallant speech. 

Which all their miseries did imfold, 
And their high favor did beseech : 

With that a doctor sitting by. 

Did know the Duchess presently. 

And thereupon arising straight, * 

With words abashed at his sight, 

Unto them all that there did wait, 
He thus broke fortli in words aright : 

" Behold, within your sight," quoth he, 

*' A princess of most high degree V* 
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With that the governor and the rest 

Were all amaz'd the same to Eear, 
Who welcomed this new-come guest 

With reverence great and princely cheer ; 
And afterwards conveyed they were 
Unto their friend Prince Casimir. 

A son she had in Gemlany, 

Peregrine Bartu call'd by name, 
Sumam'd the good Lord Willoughby, 

Of courage great and worthy fame : 
Her daughter young, which with her went, 
Was afterwards Countess of Kent. 

For when Queen Mary was deccas'd. 

The Duchess home return' d again, 
Who was of sorrow quite rcleas'd 

By Queen Elizabeth's happy reign ; 
Whose godly life and piety, 
We all may praise continually. 

12* 



CHAPTER XII. 

EXECUTION OF SETMOmj — LATIMER's SEEMOX — EDWABd's 

WILL — LADY JANE GEEY — MARY — ^BISHOP GABDINEB 

JOHN CARELESS — LATIMER's ARREST — SMITIIFIELD— DT 
THE TOWER — INTERCOURSE WITH BISHOP RIDLEY. 

DUEING the absence of the Protector 
Somerset in an expedition against the 
Scots, intrigues were set on foot by bis 
brother, Lord Seymour, admiral of England. 
Tliese were followed up in Parliament, where 
his partizans openly opposed Somerset's 
authority. By the exertions of Dudley, Earl 
of Warwick, an ambitious and unscrupulous 
politician, Somerset was persuaded to im- 
prison his brother, and a bill of attainder 
having been passed, to sign his death-war- 
rant. 

Latimer has " pointed a moral" with some 
severity from the life and death of this man, 
in a sermon preached soon after his execu- 
tion, before Edw&.rd the Sixth. He has been 
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strongly censured for this by historians, who 
regard the attainder as illegal and the guilt 
of the prisoner as by no means proven. 
There seems, however, ^no reason to doubt 
Latimer's sincerity, and if we admit the 
correctness of his statements, we cannot avoid 
uniting in his opinion. His words are : 

" This I will say, if they ask me what I 
think of his death, that he died very danger- 
ously, irksomely, horribly. The man being 
in the Tower wrote certain papers which I 
saw myself. There were two little ones, one 
to my Lady Mary's grace, and another to my 
Lady Elizabeth's grace, tending to this end^ 
that they should conspire against my Lord 
Protector's grace : surely, so seditiously as 
could be. 

" Now what a kind of death was this, that 
when ho was ready to lay kis head upon the 
block, he turns me to the Lieutenant's ser- 
vaift, and saith, ' Bid my servant speed the 
thing that he wots of?' Well, the word was 
overheard. Ilis servant confessed these two 
papers, and they were found in ashoe of his; 
tliey were sewed between the soles of a vel- 
vet shoe. * * God had left him to him- 
self; ho had clean forsaken him. What 
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would lie have done, if he had lived still, 
that went about this gear when he laid his 
head on the block, at the end of his life? 
Charity, they say, worketh but godly, and 
not after this sort. Well, he is gone ; he 
knoweth his fate by this ; he is either in joy 
or in pain. There are but two states, if we be 
once gone. There is no change."* 

Latimer continued in active occupation as 
a preacher during the remainder of Edward's 
reign, undisturbed by the well-grounded 
appreliensions of tlie Reformers caused by 
tlic failing health of the King and the iin- 
•wavering adherence of the Princess Mary to 
the Church of Eome. The news of the 
King's death on the fifth of July, 1553, 
reached him in the country. He remained 
calmly at his work, though fully aware of 
the momentous importance of the change of 
rulers to his destiny, " for he ever affirmed 
that the preaching of the Gospel would ^ost 
him his life." 

The ambitious politicians who surrounded 
the dying 'King had persuaded him that it 

o The passage of which the above forms a portion ap- 
pears ouly in the edition of 1549. 
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was liis dutv, for the sake of the Protestant 
cause, to set aside the succession appointed 
in his father's ^vill, and establiched by Par- 
liament, and appoint liis cousin, Lady Jane 
Grey, his successor. The Lady Jane was 
proclaimed immediately after the death of 
the King, but the rigljtful heir, Mary, escap- 
ing from the guards sent to commit her to 
the Tower, assembling her friends around 
her, proceeded without diflSculty to London. 
The army and people both declared in Iier 
favor, and in a brief ten days the I'cign of 
Lady Jane Grey was at an end. 

Mary liad lived in retirement since her 
mother's divorce, an event which she natu- 
rally connected with the Protestant party. 
Her religious opinions thus intensified by 
personal causes, had remained unchanged, 
and she ascended the throne with a set pur- 
pose, not only to re-establish the old Church 
practices, but to bring the Church again 
under the autliority of the Pope. 

During the reign of Edward, Gardiner, 
Bishop of Winchester, had been deprived of 
his otHce and committed to the Tower for 
refusing to comply with the repeal of the Six 
Articles of Henry the Eighih and other meas- 



142 THE LIFE OF HtlGH LATTMEE. 

iires carried by the Protestants. One of 
Mary's first acts on obtaining possession of 
the throne, was to liberate tliis prelate and 
restore him to his office. He at once brought 
his newly recovered influence to bear upon 
the privy council, and procured a citation for 
Latimer to appear before them. 

The Reformer was at this time at Coven- 
try. John Careless, a weaver of that fine 
old city, a sincere Protestant, and not long 
after a martvr, havinoj obtained intelligence 
of the officer's sipproach, hastened to inform 
Latimer and aid him in escaping. But the 
Reformer, instead of availing himself of the 
six hours' start of the officei*, which he was 
assured of, calmly prepared himself for a 
journey to London, and awaited the sum- 
mons. 

When the pursuivant appeared, he ex- 
pressed his astonislunent at finding the Re- 
former • thus prepared. " My friend," was 
the reply, " you be a welcome messenger to 
me ; and be it known unto you, and to the 
whole world, that I go as willingly to London 
at this present, being called by my prince to 
render a reckoning of my doctrine, as ever I 
was at any place in the world. And I doubt 
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not but that God, as he hath made me 
worthy to preach his word before two excel- 
lent princes, so lie will able me to witness 
the same unto the third, either to her com- 
fort or discomfort eternally." 

The official, having delivered the sum- 
mons, stated that he had " commandment not 
to tarry for him," and departed. This seems 
to have been intended as a Irnt to Latimer 
to escape further persecution by a flight from 
the kingdom. The opportunity was given, 
not as an act of kindness and mercy, but 
from a desire to escape the odium of imprison- 
ing, and perhaps burning, one so long known 
and beloved by the great mass of the people. 

Latimer obeyed the summons of his own 
free will, and soon made his appearance in 
London. As he passed through the open 
space already hallowed by the blood of the 
martyrs, he said, " Smithfield hath long 
groaned for me." 

He appeared the morning after his arrival 
in the city, September 13, 1553, before the 
council. After an examination, conducted 
in a harsh and insulting manner, he was 
committed to the Tower, with his servant, 
Augustine Bernher, to wait on him. 
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He was now treated with piucli greater 
severity than during his former imprison- 
ment. Inhumanity was carried so far, that 
as his imprisonment woi*e on into the winter, 
his room was not warmed. Latimer at last 
remonstrated by sending word to the gov- 
ernor, that " if he did not look better after 
him, perchance he would deceive him." 
The official liastened to the prisoner to in- 
quire his meaning. "Yea, Master Lieuten- 
ant," w^as the reply, " I so said indeed ; for 
you look, I think, ihat I should burn; but 
except you let me have some fire, I am like 
to deceive your expectation, for I am like 
here to starve for cold." 

Archbisliop Cranmer, Eidley, Bishop of 
London, and Mr. John Bradford were com- 
mitted to tlie Tower not long after. Tliey 
were at first confined separately, but as the 
prison became crowded, the four prisoners 
were placed in one room. The friends em- 
ployed themselves in reading and studying 
the New Testament. Ridley applied to Lat- 
imer for his aid in preparing for the disputa- 
tion which was to accompany their trial. 
'• I pray you, good father," he said to Lat- 
imer, "for that you are an old soldier and 
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an expert warrior, and God knoweth I am 
but a young soldier, and as yet of small ex- 
perience in these fits,* help me, I pray you, 
to buckle my harness." 

Latimer answered : " I begin now to smell 
what you mean. By travelling thus with 
me, you use me as Bilney once did, when 
he converted me, pretending as though he 
would be taught of me ; he sought ways and 
means to teach me, and so do you. I thank 
you, therefore, most heartily ; for indeed you 
administer armor unto me, whereas I was 
unarmed before, and unprovided, saving that 
I give myself to prayer for my refuge." 

There is something very* beautiful in this 
courtesy and deference between men so em- 
inent. They seem in their prison, with no 
prospect beyond for this world but the stake 
and fagot, to have passed in their pilgrimage 
the valley of the shadow of death, and be- 
come calm tarriers in the land of Beulah. 
Latimer, though willing to yield to his 
friend's wish, foresaw that there was little 
practical need for such preparation. " Bet- 
ter," he said to Kidley, " a few things well 

« An old word, usually written fytte, for combat. 
13 
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pondered, than to trouble the memory with 
too much. You shall prevail more with 
praying than with studying, though mixture 
be best, for so one shall alleviate the tedious- 
ness of the other. I intend not to contend 
much with them in words, after a reasonable 
account of my faith given ; for it shall be 
but in vain. They will say as their fathers 
did, when they have no more to say : ^ We 
have a law, and by our law he ought to 
die.'" 



CHAPTER Xm. 

DISPUTATION AT OXFORD— TBANSUBSTANTIATION — ^LATI- 
MEE'S APPEABAXOE — MASBOW-BONES OF THE MASS — 
PBOTE8T OP THE BEFORMEBS — PBOOESSION — THE POT 
OF WATER — THE QUEEN's POLICY — SETTLEMENT WITH 
THE POPE — AVE MAEIA. 

THE party in power deemed it necessary 
to proceed with greater deliberation and 
formality than was probably anticipated by 
their victims. It was determined to hold a 
disputation between the Roman Catholic 
and Protestant divines at Oxford. Cran- 
mer, Ridley, and Latimer were chosen by 
their opponents the representatives of the 
last-named party, and removed to Oxford. 
Unfairness was combined with inhumanity, 
as they were imprisoned in separate houses, 
without pennission to see, or write, or send 
messages to one another. They were re- 
fused the use of books to assist in preparing 
their argument. 
. The champions on the opposite side were 
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numerous, and selected from both universi- 
ties. The proceedings commenced on Satur- 
day, April 14, 1554, with liigh mass at St. 
Mary's Church, followed by a great pro- 
cession and a dinner at Lincoln College. 
In the afternoon they again assembled at St. 
Mary's, and sent for Cranmer. He soon 
made his appearance, guarded by a number 
of " rusty bill-men." 

The three articles, which were to form tho 
subject of discussion, were now read. 

First. Whether the natural body of Christ 
is really in the sacrament, after the words 
spoken by the priest, or no ? 

Seconds Whether in the sacrament, after 
the words of consecration, any other sub- 
stance do remain than the substance of the 
body and blood of Christ ? 

Third, Whether in the mass be a sacrifice 
propitiatory for the sins of the quick and tho 
dead? 

The Archbishop was asked to subscribe 
these articles. He declared that he could 
not do so, as they were utterly false. He 
was required to answer to them on the fol- 
lowing Monday. 

Bidley next appeared, and denied the arti- 
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cles. When asked if he would dispute them, 
he replied : " That as long as God gave him 
life he should not only have his heart, but 
also his mouth and pen to defend his truth." 
He was required^ in spite of his request for 
time to prepare himself, to reply on Tues- 
day. 

Latimer was the last. He wore a ker- 
chief, with two or three caps on his head, 
his spectacles hanging by a string at his 
breast, and a staff in his hand. 

After his denial of the articles, he was re- 
quired to answer on Wednesday. He replied, 
that from age, sickness, disuse of controversy, 
and want of books, " he was almost as meet 
to dispute as to be captain of Calais." He 
would, however, do his best to express his 
opinions in writing or by word of mouth, al- 
though he had no books, except the New 
Testament, now in his hand. H^ had read, 
he said, the Testament over seven times, but 
he could not find the mass therein, nor the 
marrow-bones or sinews of it. Dr. Weston 
replied, that he would make him grant that 
the New Testament contained both. To this 
Latimer replied, " That you will never do, 
Master Doctor ;" and was proceeding to ex- 
13* 
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plain his meaning, when he was silenced and 
removed. 

The discussion was commenced on the fol- 
lowing Monday. Cranmer and Kidley were 
in turn subjected to long examinations con- 
ducted with frequent unfairness and dis- 
courtesy, supporting themselves throughout 
with ability, patience, and dignity. 

Latimer was brought into the court at 
eight o'clock on Wednesday morning. He 
was faint, and begged that he might not re- 
main long. The disputation was ended by 
eleven o'clock. 

Latimer presented his answer to the arti- 
cles, a portion of which was read by Dr. 
Weston. It is a plain assertion of the doc^ 
trine of the sacrament, declaring our Saviour's 
presence therein to be a spiritual presence 
only. He makes, towards the close, a pa- 
thetic reference to his condition. 

" I have taken the more pain to write, be- 
cause I refused to dispute, in consideration 
of my debility thereunto : tliat all men may 
know how that I have so done, not without 
great pains, having not any man to help me, 
as I have never before been debarred to 
have. Oh, sir, you may chance to live till yon 
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come to this age and weakness that I am of. 
I have spoken in my time before two kings, 
more than once, two or three hours together 
without interruption ; but now that I may 
speak the truth (by your leave), I could not 
be suflFered to declare my mind before you, 
not by the space of a quarter of an hour, 
without snatches, revilings, checks, rebukes, 
taunts, such as I have not felt the like, in 
such an audience, all my life long. Surely 
it cannot be but a heinous oflFence that I 
have given. But what^as it ? Forsooth, I 
had spoken of the four marrow-bones of the 
mass ; the which kind of speaking I never 
read to be a sin against the Holy Ghost. I 
could not be allowed to show what I meant 
by my metaphor. But, sir, now, by your 
favor, I will tell ^your mastership what I 
mean. The first is the popish consecration, 
which hath been called a God's body-making. 
The second is transubstantiation. The third 
is missal oblation. The fourth, adoration. 
These chief and principal portions, parts, and 
points belonging to or incident to the mass, 
and most esteemed and had in price in the 
same, I call the marrow-bones of the mass, 
which indeed you, by force, might, and vio- 
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lence, intrude in Bound of words in some of 
the Scriptures, with racking and cramping, 
injuring and wronging the same ; but else, 
indeed, plain out of tlie Scripture, as I am 
thoroughly persuaded, although in disputa- 
tion I could now nothing do to persuade the 
same to others, being both unapt to study, 
and also to make a show of my farmer study 
in such readiness as should be requisite to 
the same." 

A long discussion followed, in which both 
of the disputants Maintained their different 
opinions on the Lord's Supper. 

On Friday the three Bishops were again 
brought before the commissioners and re- 
quired to subscribe to the articles. On their 
refusal, they were declared to be no longer 
members of the Church, and sentence pro- 
nounced against them as heretics. Each in 
turn made a solemn but temperate protest. 

Cranmer said : " From this your judgment 
and sentence, I appeal to the just judgment 
of God Almighty, trusting to be present with 
him in heaven, for whose presence in the 
altar I am thus condemned." 

Eidley : " Although I be not of your com- 
pany, yet doubt not I but my name is writ- 
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ten in another place, whither tliis sentence 
will send us sooner than we should by the 
course of nature have come." 

And Latimer : -' I thank God most heartily 
that he hath jDi'olonged my life to (his end, 
that I may in this case glorify God by that 
kind of death." 

The next day a great church procession took 
place, which the three Bishops were required 
to witness. When Latimer was summoned, he 
supposed that the time of his execution liad 
arrived, and desired the constable who 
watched him to make a quick fiie around 
the stake. When brought to the spot where 
lie met the procession, he ran " as fast as his 
old bones would carry him to one Spencer's 
shop," refusing to behold a spectacle which 
he regarded as idolatrous. 

The Bishops now returned to their separate 
places of confinement, being allowed no op- 
portunities of communicating with Qne an- 
other. Cranmer and Kidley appealed to the 
council against their sentence, but Latimer, 
believing resistance hopeless, quietly sub- 
mitted. He passed a great portion of his 
time in reading and devotional exercises, re- 
maining so long upon his knees that he could 
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not rise without the assistance of his servant, 
Bern her. 

Tlic old father wrote but little during his 
confinement. A brief note of thanks from 
his prison has been preserved by Fox, and 
possesses a touching interest. It is addressed 
to Mrs. Wilkinson, of Soper Lane, London, 
widow. 

" If the gift of a pot of water shall not be 
in oblivion with God, how can God forget 
your manifold and bountiful gifts, when he 
shall say unto you, ' I was in prison, and you 
visited me?' God grant us all to do and 
suflFer while we be here as may be his will 
and pleasure. Amen. 

" Yours in Bocardo, 

" Hugh Latimer." 

Bocardo was the common jail of Oxford. 
The building was taken down in 1771. 

The Queen was bent on procuring the 
restoration of the property alienated in her 
father's and brother's reigns, to the Church. 
The attempt was met by a stubborn resist- 
ance on the part of the present holders. It 
was in vain that the monarch set the example 
by restoring property which had been at- 
tached to the crown. 
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She was, however, more snccessful in abol- 
ishing the use of the Liturgy and restoring 
the public service to the usages of Henrj'^ the 
Eighth's day. Tlie political abuses of Ed- 
ward's reign had weakened the attachment of 
a large portion of the people to the Protestant 
cause, and they acquiesced in the spiritual 
change in the hope of temporal relief. 

The Queen's zeal, however, soon outran the 
acquiescence of her subjects. To strengthen 
the Koman Catholic cause, as well as secure 
to hereelf a powerful alliance, she, greatly to 
the aversion of her people, married Philip, 
son and heir of the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth. The popular opposition to the |lli- 
auce broke forth in a movement known as 
Wyat's rebellion. It was suppressed with 
difficulty, but its suppression lefc the Protest- 
ants at the mercy of the government. Par- 
liament, at the instance of Gardiner, re-enact- 
ed the old statute of Henry the Fourth 
against the Lollards, known as the Act De 
Heretico Comburendo. The execution of the 
law was placed in the hands of the Bishops. 

An arrangement was next made with the 
Pope, by which he abandoned all claim to 
the appropriated Church lands, and £ng- 
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land returned under Iiis sw<ay. The sub- 
mission of the nation was formally received 
by his legate, Cardinal Pole, and absolution 
solemnly granted. Parliament repealed all 
acts opposed to the Church of Eome. The 
Queen believed the movement was genuine, 
and would be permanent. It was seen by 
the nation to be but a matter of temporary 
expediency. Her liopes of offspring de- 
ceived only herself. Elizabeth was already 
ardently lorged for as her successor, and 
Elizabeth kept aloof as much as she dared 
from the Koman Catholic worship, and was 
believed to be a Protestant. 

Puring the progress of these measures, the 
Queen received addresses in which, in allu- 
sion to the child to which she said she was 
shortly to give birth, her flatterers blasphe- 
mously parodied the salutation of Gabriel. 
She was to bear one who was forever to estab- 
lish the true faith in England. Tlve poor 
Queen little anticipated the prefix which her 
name was to hold in her country's annals, a 
title in sadder and harsher contrast to tho 
sweet and sacred association identified with 
the name, than any which has been connect- 
ed with any other Mary known in histoiy. 
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GARDINER lost no time in putting tlie re- 
vived statutes in execution. Tliey were 
passed in December, 1554:. John Rogers, his 
first victim, was burnt February 4, 1555, at 
Smithfield ; Bishop Hooper suffered at Glou- 
cester on the 8tli ; and Rowland Taylor on the 
same day at Aldham Common. 

The court had hoped that the fear of death 
would induce the Reformers to recant, and a 
pardon was therefore provided, to be offered 
at tlie last moment on this condition. They 
liad also hoped that if the martyr remained 
firm, the spectators would be so terrified at 
Lis torments and death, that from fear of a 
14 
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similar fate they would at once abandon any 
sympathy with Protestant doctrine. The 
martyrdoms quickly refuted these expecta- 
tions. The martyrs went joyfully to their 
deaths, cheered by the bystanders, who ex- 
horted them to continue firm to the end, and 
manifested the greatest sympathy with theh* 
su fieri ngs% 

The three Bishops were not disturbed in 
their prisons until September. As the pre- 
vious proceedings had been held before the 
reconciliation to Rome, it was deemed best to 
appoint another tribunal, and try the prison- 
ers a second time. 

In September, 1655, a new commission was 
sent to Oxford to try Ridley and Latimer. 
Cranmer's trial was postponed, as some sup- 
posed by the influence of Gardiner, who 
wished to succeed to his archbishopric, but 
knew that he would at this time have no 
chance to do so, as the Queen had determined 
to confer the office, when vacant, on her 
relative, Cardinal Pole. 

Three Bishops, White of Lincoln, Brookes 
of Gloucester, and Holyman of Bristol, were 
appointed judges by Cardinal Pole, the 
Pope's legate. The divinity school was 
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fitted up as the place of trial. At the close 
of Kidley's examination, Latimer was sum- 
moned. On his appeaTance he said : " My 
lords, if I appear again, I pray you not to 
send for mo until you be ready, for I am an 
old man, and it is great hurt to mine old age 
to tarry so long gazing upon the cold walls." 
The Bishop of Lincoln replied: "Master 
Latimer, I am sorry you are brought so soon, 
although it was the bailiff's fault, and not 
mine : but it shall be amended." 

"Then Master Latimer," says Fox, whose 
simple and pathetic report of the proceedings 
we shall follow to the close, " bowed his knee 
down to the ground, holding his hat in his 
hand, having a kerchief on his head, and 
upon it a night-cap or two, and a great cap 
such as townsmen use, with two broad flaps 
to button under the chin, wearing an old 
thread Bristol frieze gown, girded to his body 
with a penny leather girdle, at the which 
hanged, by a long string of leather, his Testa- 
ment and his spectacles without case, de- 
pending about his neck upon his breast." 
The Bishop of Lincoln then announced to 
Latimer the commission conferred upon the 
court, and its power, upon his recantation, to 
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"reconcile yon, acknowledge you no longer 
a strayed sheep, but adjoin you again to the 
unity of Christ's Church." 

The Bishop continued with an earnest 
appeal, basing the claim of the Church of 
Home to universal supremacy upon our 
Saviour's charge to Peter ; " Christ spake 
expressly to Peter, saying, Pasce oves meaSj 
et rege oves measj the which word doth not 
only declare a certain ruling of Christ's flock, 
but includeMi also a certain pre-eminence and 
government, and therefore is the King called 
licx d regejulo / so that in saying rcfffj Christ 
declared a power which he gave to Peter, 
which jurisdiction and power Peter by hand 
delivered to Clement: and so in all ages 
hatli it remained in the see of Rome." 

The Bishop next declared, " If you shall 
stubbornly persevere in your blindness, if 
you will not acknowledge your erroi's; if 
you, as you stand now alone, will be singular 
in your opinions, if by schism and heresy 
you will divide yourself from our Church, 
then nmst we proceed to the second part of 
the commission, which we would be loath to 
do, that is, not to condemn you, for that we 
cannot do (that the temporal sword of the 
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realm, and not we, will do), but to separate 
you from ub, acknowledge you to be none of 
US, to renounce you as no member of the 
Church ; to declare that you SivefiUus per- 
ditionisy a lost child, and as you are a rotten 
member of the Church, so to cut you off 
from the Church, and so to commit you to 
the temporal judges, permitting them to pro- 
ceed against you according to the tenor of 
their laws. 

"Therefore, Master Latimer, for God's 
love consider your estate ; remember you are 
a learned man, you have taken degrees in 
the school, borne the oflSce of a bishop ; re- 
member you are an old man, spare your 
body, accelerate not your death, and espe- 
cially remember your soul's health, and 
quiet of your conscience ; consider that \f 
you should die in this state, you shall be a 
stinking sacrifice to God, for it is the cause 
that maketh the martyr, and not the death ; 
consider that if you die in this state, you die 
without grace, for without the Church can 
be no salvation. Let not vain glory have 
the upper hand, humiliate yourself, captivate 
your understanding, subdue your reason, 
submit yourself to the determination of the 
14* 
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Church ; do not force us to do all that we 
may do, let us r^st in that part which wo 
most heartily desire, and I, for my part [then 
the Bishop put off his cap], again with all my 
heart exhort you." 

" After the Bishop had somewhat paused, 
then M. Latimer lift up his head (for before 
he leaned upon his elbow) and asked, 
whether his lordship had said ? and the 
Bisliop answered, yea. 

Then will your lordship give me leave to 
speak a word or two ? 

Tea, Master Latimer, so that you use a 
modest kind of talk, without railing or 
taunts. 

I beseech your lordship, license me to sit 
down. 

. At your pleasure. Master Latimer, take 
as much ease as you will. 

" Your lordship gently exhorted me, in 
many words, to come to the unity of the 
Church. I confess (my lord) a Catholic 
Church, spread throughout all the world, iu 
the which no man may err ; without the 
which unity of the Church, no man can be 
eaved. But I know perfectly, by God's 
Word, that this Church is in all the world, 
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and hath not his foundation in Rome only, 
as you say ; and methought your lordship 
brought a place out of the Scriptures to 
confirm the same, that there was a jurisdic- 
tion given to Peter, in that Christ bade him 
regere^ govern hi j people. Indeed, my lord, 
St. Peter did well and truly his office, in that 
he was bid regere / but since, the Bishops of 
Home have taken a new kind of regere. In- 
deed, they ought to regere^ but how, my lord ? 
not as they will themselves, but this regere 
must be hedged and ditched in. They must 
regere^ but secundum verhum Dei — they 
must rule, but according to the Word of 
God. But the Bishops of Rome have turned 
regere secund^iun verhum Dei into regere 
secundum vohcntatem suam : they have 
turned the rule according to the Word of 
God into the rule according to their own 
pleasures, and as it pleased them best. As 
there is a book set forth which hath divers 
points in it, and amongst others, this point 
is one, which your lordship went about to 
prove by this word regere; and the argu- 
ment which he bringeth forth for the proof 
of that matter is taken out of Deuteronomy, 
where it is said If there ariseth any contro- 
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versy among the people, the priests, Levitici 
generis^ of the order of Levi, shall decide the 
matter secundum legem Dei^ according to 
tixe law of God, so it must be taken. This 
book, perceiving the authority to be given 
to the priests of the old laij, taketh occasion 
to prove the same to be given to the bishops 
and other clergy of the new law ; but in 
proving this matter, whereas it was said 
there, as the priests of the order of Levi 
should determine according to God's law, 
that according to God^s law was left out and 
only is recited, as the priests of the order of 
Levi shall decide the matter ; so it ought to 
be taken of the people, a large authority, I 
ensure you. What gilding of Scripture is 
this ? What clipping of God's coin ? [ With 
the which terras the audience smiled,] This 
is much like the regere which your lordship 
talked of. Nay, nay, my lords, we may not 
give such authority to the clergy, to rule all 
things as they will. Let them keep them- 
selves within their commission. Now, I 
trust, my lords, I do not rail yet. 

Lincoln, No, Master Latimer, your talk 
18 more like taunts than railing : but in that 
I have not read the book which you blame 



so much, nor know of any such, I can say 
nothing therein. 

Latimer, Yes my lord, the book is open 
to be read, and is intituled to one which is 
Bishop of Gloucester, whom I never knew, 
neither did I at any time see him to my 
knowledge. 

With that the people laughed^ because the 
Bishop of Gloucester sat then in commission. 
Then the Bishop of Gloucester stood up, and 
said it was his book. 

Latimer, Was it yours, my lord ? Indeed 
I knew not your lordship, neither ever did 
see you before, neither yet see you now, 
through the brightness of the sun shining 
betwixt you and me. 

Then the audience laughed again^ and 
Master Latimer spake unto themj saying. 
Why, my masters, this is no laughing mat- 
ter. " Yod vohis qui ridetis mrnc, quoniam 
Jlebitis.^^ 

The Bishop of Lincoln commanded silence^ 
and then said : 

Lincoln, Master Latimer, if you had kept 
yourself within your bounds, if you had not 
used such scoffs and taunts, this had not been 
done. 
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After this the Bishop of Gloucester said, 
'.n excusing of his book : 

Gloucester, Master Latimer, hereby eveiy 
nan may see what learning you have. 

Then M. Latimer interrupted him, say- 
mg: ^ 

Latimer. Lo ! you look for learning at my 
aands which have gone so long to the school 
^f oblivion, making the bare walls my 
library, keeping me so long in prison with- 
out book or pen and ink, and now you let 
^»e look to come and answer to articles, 
fou deal with me as though two were 
appointed to fight for life and death, and one 
night the one, through favor, is cherished, 
and hath good counsel given him how to 
encounter with his enemy ; the other, for 
envy or 'lack of friends, all the whole night 
iS set in the stocks. In the morning when 
\hey shall meet, the one is in strength and 
lusty, tlie other is stark of his liuibs, and 
iluiost dead for feebleness. Think you not 
chat to I'un this man through with a spear is 
i goodly victory ? 

But the Bishop of Gloucester, interrupting 
his answer, proceeded, saying : 

GUyucester. I went not about to recite any 
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places of Scripture in that place of my book : 
for tlien, if I had not recited it faithfully, 
you might have had just occasion of repre- 
hension : but I only in that place formed an 
argument a majore^ in this sense : that if, in 
the old law, the priests had power to decide 
matters of controversies, much more then 
ought the authority to be given to the clergy 
in the new law ; and I pray you,^ in this 
point, what avail eth the rehearsal, secundum 
legem Dei ? 

Zatimer. Yes, my lord, very much. For 
I acknowledge authority to be given to the 
spiritualty to decide matters of religion, and 
as my lord said even now, rcgere^ but they 
must do it secundum, verbum De% and not 
secundum voluntatem suam^ according to the 
Word and law of God, and not after their 
own will, after their own imaginations and 
fantasies. 

The Bishop of Gloucester would have 
answered more, saving that the^ Bishop of 
Lincoln said, that they came not to dispute 
with Master Latimer, but to take his deter- 
minate answers to their articles; and so 
began to propose the same articles which 
were proposed to Master Ridley. But Mas- 
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ter Latimer interrupted him, speaking to the 
Bishop of Gloucester : 

" Well, my lord, I could wish more faithful 
dealing with God's Word, and not to leave 
out a part, and scratch a part here, and 
another there, but to rehearse the whole 
faithfully." 

But the Bishop of Lincoln, not attending 
to this saying of Master Latimer, proceeded 
in rehearsing the articles, in form and sense, 
as foUoweth : 

1. We do object to thee, Hugh Latimer, in 
this high University of Oxford, Anno 1554, 
in the months of April, May, June, July, or 
in some one or more of them, that thou hast 
affirmed, and openly defended and main- 
tained, and in many other times and places 
besides, that the true and natural body of 
Christ, after the consecration of the priest, is 
not really present in the sacrament of the 
altar. 

2. Item^ That in the year and months 
aforesaid, thou hast publicly affirmed and 
defended, that in the sacrament of the altar 
remaineth still the substance of bread and 
wine. 

3. Item. That in the said year and months * 
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thou hast openly affirmed, and obstinately 
maintained, that in the mass is no propitia- 
tory sacrifice for the quick and dead. 

4. Item. That in the year, place, and 
month aforesaid, these thy foresaid assertions 
solemnly have been condemned by the 
scholastical censure of this school, as heret- 
ical and contrary to the Catholic faith, by 
the worshipful master. Doctor Weston, prolo- 
cutor then of the Convocation-house, as also 
by other learned men of both the universities. 

5. Item, That all and singular the pre- 
mises be true, notorious, famous, and openly 
known by public fame, as well to them 
near hand, as also to them in distant places 
far off. 

Then Master Latimer making his protest- 
ation, that notwithstanding these his answers, 
it should not be taken that thereby he would 
acknowledge any authority of the Bishop of 
Kome, saying that he was the King and 
Queen their majesties' subject, and not the 
Pope's, neither could serve two masters at 
one time, except as he should renounce one 
of them : required the notaries so to take his 
protestation, that whatsoever he should say 
or do, it should not be taken as though he 
15 



170 THE LIFE OF HUGH LATIMER. 

did thereby agree to any aq^hority that came 
from the Bishop of Rome. 

The Bishop of Lincoln said his protesta- 
tion should be so taken ; but he required 
him to answer briefly, aflirmatively or nega- 
tively, to the first article, and so recited the 
same again ; and Master Latimer answered 
as followeth : 

Latimer. I do not deny, ray lord, that in 
the sacrament, by spirit, and grace, is the 
very body and blood of Christ, because that 
every man by receiving bodily that bread 
and wine, spiritually receiveth the' body and 
olood of Christ, and is made partaker there- 
by of the merits of Christ's passion ; but I 
deny that the body and blood of Christ is in 
such sort in the sacrament as you would have 
it. 

Lincoln, Then, Master Latimer, you an- 
swer affirmatively. 

Latimer. Yea, if you mean of that gross 
and carnal being, which you do take. 

The notaries took his answers to be affirm- 
atively. 

Lincoln. "What say you. Master Latimer, 
to the second article ? and recited the same. 

Latimer. There is, my lord, a change in 
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the bread and wine, and such a change as no 
power but the oninipotciicc of God can make, 
in that, that which before was bread should 
now have tliat diojnitv to exhibit Christ's 
body, and yet the bread is still bread, and 
the wine still wine : for the change is not in 
the nature, but the dignity, because now 
that which was common bread ha'h the dig- 
nity to exhibit Christ's body : for whereas it 
was common bread, it is now no more com- 
mon bread, neither ought it to be so taken, 
but as holy bread sanctified by God's Word. 

With that the Bishop of Lincoln smiled, 
saying : 

Lincoln, Lo, Master Latimer! see what 
steadtastness is in your doctrine. That which 
you abhorred and despised most, you now 
most establish ; for whereas you most railed 
at hcly bread, you now make your commun- 
ion holy bread. 

Latimer. Tush! a rush for holy breach I 
say the holy bread iu the communion is a 
holy bread indeed. 

But the Bishop of Lincoln interrupted 
liim, and said : 

Lincoln. Oh! you make a difference be- 
tween holy bread and holy bread {with that 
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the audience laughed). Well, Master Lati- 
mer, is not this your answer, that the sub- 
stance of bread and wine remaineth still the 
same? 

Latimer. Yes, verily, it must needs be so. 
For Christ himself calleth it bread, the Doc- 
tors confess the same, the nature of a sacra- 
ment confirmeth the same, and I call it holy 
bread, not in " that I make no difference 
betwixt your holy bread and this, but for the 
holy oflBce which it beareth, that is, to be a 
figure of Christ's body, and not only a bare 
figure, but effectually to represent the same. 

So the notaries penned his answer to be 
affirmatively. 

Liricoln, What say you to the third ques- 
tion ? and recited the same. 

Latiiner. No, no, my lord ; Christ made 
one perfect sacrifice for the whole world, 
neither can any man offer him again ; neither 
can the priest offer up Christ again for the 
^ins of man, which he took away by offering 
himself once for all (as St. Paul saith) upon 
the cross; neither is there any propitiation 
for our sins, saving his cross only. 

So the notaries penned his answef to this 
article also to be affirmatively. 
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Lincoln. What say yon to the fourth? and 
so recited it. After the recital whereof, 
when Master Latimer answered not, the 
Bishop asked him whether he heard him or 
no? 

Latimer. Yes, but I do not understand 
what you mean thereby. 

Lincoln. Marry, only this, tliat these your 
assertions were condemned by Master Doctor 
Weston as heresies ; is it not so. Master 
Latimer ? 

Latimer. Yes, I think they were condem- 
ned, but how unjustly, He that shall be the 
judge of all, knoweth. 

So the notaries took his answer to this 
article also to be affirmatively. 

Lincoln. What say you. Master Latimer, 
to the fifth article ? and recited it. 

Lincoln. I know not what you mean by 
these terms. I am no lawyer ; I would you 
would propose the matter plainly. 

Lincoln. In that we proceed according to 
law, we must use their terms also. The 
meaning only is this, that these four asser- 
tions, evil spoken of, are yet common and 
frequent in the mouths of the people. 

Latimer. I cannot tell how much, nor 
15* 
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what men talk of tliem. I come not s 
much among tliem, in that I have been so 
eluded a loi)g time. What men report of 
them I know not, nor care not. 

This answer taken, the Bishop of Lincoln 
said: 

" Master Latimer, we mean not that theso 
your answers shall be pi-ejudicial to you ; to- 
morrow yon shall appear before- us again, 
and then it shall be lawful for you to alter 
and change what you will. We give you 
respite till to-morrow, trusting that after you 
have pondered well all things against to- 
morrow, you will not be ashamed to confess 
the truth." 

Latimer, Now, my lord, I pray you give 
me license in three words, to declare the 
causes wliy I have refused the authority of 
the Pope. 

Lincoln. Nay, Master Latimer, to-morrow 
you shall have license to speak forty words. 

Latimer. Nay, my lord, I beseech you to 
do with me now as it shall please your lord- 
ships ; I pray you, let not me be troubled to- 
morrow again. 

Lincoln. Yes, Master Latimer, you must 
needs appear again to-morrow. 
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Latimer. Truly, my lord, as for my part, I 
require no respite, for I am at a point. You 
shall give me respite in vain ; therefore, I 
pray yon, let me not trouble you to-morrow. 

Lincoln, Yes, for we trust God will work 
with you against to-morrow. There is no 
remedy; you must needs appear again to- 
moiTOw, at eight of the clock, in St. Mary's 
Church. And forthwith the Bishop charged 
the Mayor with Master Latimer, and dis- 
missed him ; and then brake up their session 
for that day, about one of the clock at after- 
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« mHE next day following" (the first day of 
I October), Fox continues, " somewhat 
after eight of the clock, the said lords repaired 
to St. Mary's Churcli ; and after they were set 
on a high throne well trimmed with cloth of 
tissue and silks, then appeared Master Ridley, 
who was set at a framed table a good space 
from the Bishop's feet, which taible had a 
silk cloth cast over it, the which place was 
compassed about with framed seats in quad- 
rate form, partly for gentlemen which re- 
paired thither (for this was the session day 
also of jail delivery), and heads of the 
University to sit, and partly to keep off the 
press of the audience: for the whole body, 
as well of the University as of the town, 
came thither to see the end of these two 
persons. 
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After the examination and condemnation 
of Master Eidley, immediately Master Lati- 
mer was sent for: but in the mean season 
the carpet or cloth which lay upon the table 
whereat Master Eidley stood, was removed, 
because (as men reported) Master Latimer 
had never the degree of a doctor as Mas'er 
Eidley had. But eftsoons as Master Latimer 
appeared, as he did the day before, perceiv- 
ing no cloth upon the table, he laid his hat, 
which was an old felt, under his elbows, and 
immediately spake to the commissioners, 
saying : 

Latimer, My lords, I beseech your lord- 
ships to set a better order here at your 
entrance : for I am an old man, and have a 
back, so that the press of the multitade doth 
me much harm. 

Lincoln. I am soiTy, Master Latimer, for 
your hurt. At your departure we will see to 
better order. 

"With that, Master Latimer thanked his 
lordship; making a very low courtesy. 
After this, the Bishop of Lincoln began in 
this manner : 

Lincoln. Master Latimer, although yester- 
day, after we had taken your answers to those 
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articles which we proposed, we might have 
justly proceeded to judgmer.t against 3-ou, 
especially in that you require the same ; yet 
we liaving a good hope of your returning, 
desiring not your destruction, but rather that 
you would recant, revoke your errors, and 
turn to the Catholic Church, deferred further 
process till this day, and now, according to 
the appointment, we have called yo'u here 
before us, to hear whether you are content 
to revoke your heretical assertions, and sub- 
mit yourself to the determination of the 
Church, as we most heartily desire, and I 
for my part, as I did yesterday, most earn- 
estly do exhort you ; or to know whether you 
persevere still the man that you were, for the 
which we would be sorry. 

It seemed that the Bishop would have 
further proceeded, saving that M. Latimer 
interrupted him, saying : 

"Your lordship doth often repeat the Cath- 
olic Church, as tliough I should deny the 
same. No, my lord, I confess there is a 
Catholic Church, to the determination of 
which I will stand, but not the Church 
which you call Catholic, which sooner might 
be terined diabolic. And whereas you join 
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together the Romish and Catholic Church, 
stay there, I pray yon. For it is one thing to 
say Komish Church, and another thing to 
say Catholic Church. I must use here in 
mine answer the counsel of Cyprianus, who 
at what time he was ascited before certain 
Bishops that gave him leave to take delibera- 
tion and counsel, to try and examine his 
opinion, he answereth them thus : ' In stick- 
ing and persevering in tlie truth, there must 
no counsel nor deliberation be taken.' And 
again, being demanded of them sitting in 
judgment, which was most like to be of the 
Church of Christ, whether he which was 
persecuted, or they which did persecute? 
Christ, said he, hath foreshowed tliat he that 
doth follow him must take up his cross and 
follow him. Christ gave knowledge that the 
disciples should have persecution and trouble. 
How think you then, my lords, is it like that 
the see of Home, which hath been a continual 
persecutor, is rather the Church, or that small 
flock which hath been continually persecuted 
even to death 'i Also the flock of Christ hath 
been but few in comparison to the residue, 
and ever in subjection ; which he proved, be- 
ginning at Noah's time even to the Apostles.'' 
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Lincoln, Your cause and St. Cyprian's is 
not one, but clean contrary, for he suffered 
persecution for Christ's sake and the Gospel : 
but you are in trouble for your errors and 
false assertions, contrary to the Word of God 
and the received truth of the Church. 

Master Latimer, interrupting him, said : 
" Yes, verily, ray cause is as good as St. 
Cyprian's ; for his was for the Word of God, 
and so is mine." But Lincoln goeth forth in 
his talk. 

Lincoln, Also at the beginning and foun- 
dation of the Church, it could not be but 
that the Apostles should suffer great perse- 
cution. Further, before Christ's coming, 
continually there were very few which truly 
served God : but after his coming began the 
time of grace ; then began the Church to in- 
crease, and was continually augmented until 
it came unto this perfection, and now hath 
partly that jurisdiction which tlie unchristian 
princes by tyranny did resist. There is a 
diverse consideration of the estate of the 
Church now in the time of grace and before 
Christ's coming. But, Master Latimer, 
though we had instructions given as determi- 
nately to take your answer to such articles 
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as we should propose, without any reasoning 
or disputation, yet we, hoping by talk some- 
what to prevail with you, appointed you to 
appear before us yesterday in th^ Divinity 
School, a place for disputations. And 
whereas then, notwithstanding you had 
license to say your mind, and were answered 
to every matter, yet you could not be 
brought" from your errors. We, thinking 
that from that time ye would, with good 
advisement, consider your estate, gave you 
respite from that time yesterday when we 
dismissed you, until- this time, and now have 
called you again here in this place by your 
answer to learn whether you are the same 
ma'n you were then or no ? Wherefore we 
will propose unto you the same articles 
which we did then, and require of you a de- 
terminate answer without further reasoning ; 
and eftsoons recited the first article. 

Latimer. Always my . protestation saved, 
that by these mine answers it should not be 
thought that I did condescend and agree to 
your lordship's authority, in that you are 
legated by authority of the Pope ; so that 
hereby I might seem to consent to his jtiris- 
diction. To the first article, I answer now as 
16 
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I did yesterday, that in the sacrament the 
wortliy receiver receiveth tlie very body of 
Christ, and drinketh his blood by the spirit 
and grace. But after a corporal being, 
which the Romish Church prescribeth, 
Christ's body and blood is not in the sacra- 
ment under the forms of bread and wine. 

The notaries took his answer to be affirm- 
atively; for the second article he referred 
himself to his answers made before. 

After this, the Bishop of Lincoln recited 
the third article, and required a determinate 
answer. 

Latimer. Christ made one oblation and 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, and 
that a perfect sacrifice, neither needeth there 
be any other, neither can there be any other 
propitiatory sacrifice. 

The notaries took his answer to be affinn- 
atively. 

In like manner did he answer to the other 
articles, not varying from his answers made 
the day before. 

After his answers were penned of the 
notaries, and the Bishop of Lincoln had ex- 
horted him in like sort to recant, as he did 
Master Eidley, and revoke his errors and 
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false assertions, and Master Latimer had 
answered that he ne could ne would deny his 
Master Christ, and his verity ; the Bishop of 
Lincoln desired Master Latimer to hearken 
to him : and tlien Master Latimer hearkening 
for some new matter and other talk, the 
Bishop of Lincoln read his condemnation, 
which was written in a long process ; the 
tenor of which, because it is sufficiently 
already expressed before, we thought meet 
in this place to omit, forasmuch as they are 
rather words of course, than things devised 
upon deliberation. Howbeit, indeed, the 
effect was, that forasmuch as the said Hugh 
Latimer did affirm, maintain, and stubbornly 
defend certain opinions, assertions, and here- 
sies, contrary to the Word of God, and the 
received faith of the Church, as in denying 
the true and natural body of Christ, and his 
natural blood to be in the sacrament of the 
altar : secondarily, in affirming the substance 
of bread and wine to remain after the words 
of the consecration : thirdly, in denying the 
mass to be a living sacrifice of the Church 
for the quick and the dead, and by no means 
would be perduced and brought from these 
his heresies : they, therefore, the Baid J. of 
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Lincoln, James of Gloucester, John of Bris- 
tow, did judge and condemn the said Hugh 
Latimer as an heretic, and so adjudged him 
presently, both by word and also in deed, to 
be degraded from the priestly and all ecclesi- 
astical order, declaring, moreover, the said 
Hugh Latimer to be no member of the 
Church, and therefore committed him to the 
secular powers, of them to receive due pun- 
ishment according to the tenor of the tem- 
poral laws ; and, further, excommunicating 
him by the great excommunication. After 
the publication of the which, the said three 
Bishops broke up their sessions and dismissed 
the audience. 

But Master Latimer required the Bishop 
to perform his promise in saying, the day 
before, that lie should have license briefly to 
declare the cause why he refused the Pope's 
authority. 

But the Bishop said that now he could 
not hear him, neither ought to talk with him. 

Then Master Latimer asked him whether 
it were not lawful for him to appeal from 
this his judgment. And the Bishop asked 
him again, to whom he would appeal. " To 
the next general council [quoth Master Lat- 
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imer] which shall be truly called in God's 
name." With that appellation the Bishop 
was content : but he said it would be a long 
season before such a convocation, as he 
meant, would be called. Then the Bishop 
committed Master Latimer to the Mayor, 
saying : " I^ow he is your prisoner, Master 
Mayor." Because the press of the people was 
not diminished, each man looking for fur- 
ther process, the Bishop of Lincoln com- 
manded avoidance, and willed Master Lat- 
imer to farry till the press were diminished, 
lest he should take hurt at the egression as 
he did at his entrance ; and so continued 
Bishop Eidley and Master Latimer in du- 
rance till the 16th day of the said month of 
October. 

16* 
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UPON the north side of the town, in the 
ditch over against Baliol College, the 
place of execution was appointed ; and for 
fear of any tumult that might arise to let the 
burning of them, the Lord Williams waa 
commanded by the Queen's letters, and the 
householders of the city, to be their assistants 
sufficientl}'- appointed ; and when everything 
was in readiness, the prisoners were brought 
forth by the Mayor and the bailiffs. Master 
Eidley had a fair black gown furred, and 
faced with some sucli as he was wont to 
wear, being Bishop, and a tippet of velvet, 
furred likewise, about his neck ; a velvet 
night-cap upon his head, and a corner cap 
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upon the same, going in a pair of slippers to 
the stake, and going between the Mayor and 
Aldermen, etc. 

After him came Master Latimer, in a poor 
Bristow frieze frock all worn, with liis but- 
toned cap and a kerchief upon his head, all 
ready for the fire, a new long shroud liang- 
ing over his hose down to the feet: which at 
the first siglit stirred men's hearts to see upon 
them, beholding on the one side the honor 
they sometime had, on the other the calam- 
ity whereunto they were fallen. 

Master Doctor Ridley, as he passed towards 
Bocardo, looked up where Master Cranmer 
did lie, hoping belike to have seen him at the 
glass- window, and* to have spoken unto him ; 
but then Master Cranmer was busy with 
Friar Soto and liis fellows, disputing together, 
so that he could not see him through that 
occasion ; when Master Ridley, looking back, 
espied Master Latimer coming after, unto 
whom he said, " Ah, be ye there V^ " Yea," 
said Master Latimer, " have after as fast as I 
can follow." So he following a pretty way 
oif, at length they came both to the s:ake, 
the one after the other; when, first, Doctor 
Ridley entering the place, marvellously, 
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earnestly, Holding up both his hands, looked 
towards heaven ; then, shortly after, espying 
Master Latimer with a monstrous cheerful 
look, he ran to him, embraced and kissed 
him, and, as they that stood near reported, 
comfoi'ted him, saying : *' Be of good heart, 
brother, for God will either assuage the fury 
of the flame, or else strengthen us to abide it." 
With that he went to the stake, kneeled down 
by it, kissed it, and eflFectuously prayed ; and 
behind him, Master Latimer, as earnestly 
calling upon God as he. After they arose, 
the one talked with the other a little while, 
till they which were appointed to see execu- 
tion removed themselves out of the sun. 
What they said I can leant of no man. 

Then Dr. Smith began his sermon to 
them upon this text of St Paul, in the 13th 
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
" K I give my body to the fire to be burnt, 
and have not charity, I shall gain nothing 
thereby," wherein he alleged that the 
goodness of the cause, and not the order of 
death, maketh the holiness of the person ; 
which he confirmed by the example of Judas, 
and of a woman in Oxford that of late hanged 
herself; for that they, and such like as ho 
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recited, might then be adjudged' righteous, 
which desperately sundered their lives from 
their bodies, as he feared that those men who 
stood before him would do ; but he cried 
still to the people to beware of them, for Thej 
were heretics, and died out of the Church ; 
and, on the other side, he declared their - 
diversities in opinion, as Lutherans, (Ecolam- 
padians, Zuinglians, of which sect they were, 
he said, and that Vas the worst. But the 
old Church of Christ and the Catholic faith 
believed far otherwise. At which place they 
lifted up loth their hands and eyes to heaven^ 
a^ it were^ calling God to witness of the truths 
the which countenance they made in many 
other places of his sermon^ whereas they 
thought he spake amiss. He ended with a 
very short exhortation to them to recant, and 
to come home again to the Church, and save 
th^ir lives and souls, which else were con- 
demned. His sermon was scant in all a 
quarter of an hour. 

Doctor Eidley said to Master Latimer, 
" Will you begin to answer the sermon, or 
shall I ?" Master Latimer said, " Begin you 
first, I pray you." "I will," said Doctor 
Ridley. Then the wicked sermon being 
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ended, Doctor Eidley and Master Latimer 
kneeled down npon their knees towards my 
Lord Williams of Tame, tlic Vice-Chancellor 
of Oxford, and divers other commissioners, 
appointed for that pnrpose, which sate n])on 
a form thereby, nnto whom Dr. Eidley said, 
" I beseech yon, my lord, even for Christ's 
sake, that I may speak ont two or three 
words ;" and whilst my lord bent his head 
to the Maycjr and Vice-Chancellor to know 
(as it appeared) whether he might give him 
leave to speak, the bailiffs and Doctor Mar- 
shall, Vice-Chancellor, ran hastily nnto him, 
and with their hands stopped his month, and 
said, " Master Eidley, if you will rcvoko 
yonr erroneous opinions^ and recant the same, 
you shall not only have liberty so to do, but 
also the benefit of a subject, that is, havo 
yonr life." " Not otherwise ?" said Master 
Ridley. " Ko," qnoih Doctor Marshall ; 
" therefore, if you will not do so, then there is 
no remedy but you must snffer for your 
deserts." '' WcU," (qnoth Doctor Eidley) 
'' so long as the breath is in my body, I will 
never deny my Lord Christ and his known 
truth : God's wiW be done in me.'' And 
with that he rose up, and said with a loud 
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voice, "Well, then, I commit our cause to 
Almighty God, which shall indiflfereiitlj'' 
judge all."' 

To whose saying, Master Latimer added 
his old posie : " Well, there is nothing hid 
but it shall be opened ;" and he said he 
could answer Smith well enough if he might 
be suffered. Ihcontinently they were com- 
manded to make them ready, which they 
with all meekness obeyed. Master Eidley 
took his gown and his tippet, and gave it to 
his brother-in-law, Master Shipside, who, all 
his time of imprisonment, although he might 
n(»t be suifered to come to him, lay there, at 
his own charges, to provide him necessaries, 
which from time to time he sent him by^the 
Serjeant that kept him. Some other of his 
apparel, that was little worth, he gave away, 
other the bailifls took. 

He gave away, besides, divers other small 
things to gentlemen standing by, and divers 
of them pitifully weeping. As to Sir Henry 
Lee he gave a new groat ; and to divers 
of my Lord Williams' gentlemen, some 
napkins, some nutmegs, and races of ginger, 
his dial, and such other things as he had 
about him to every one that stood next 
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bim. Some plucked the points off his hose : 
happy was he that might get any rag of him. 

Master Latimer gave nothing, but very 
quietly suffered his keeper to pull off his hose 
and other array, which to look unto was very 
simple ; and being stripped into his shroud, 
he seemed as comely a person to them that 
were there present as one should lightly see ; 
and whereas in his clothes he appeared a 
crooked and silly old man, he now stood bolt 
upright as comely a father as one might 
lightly behold. 

Then Master Eidley, standing as yet in his 
truss, said to his brother, "It were best for 
me to go in my truss still ?'' " No," quoth his 
brother, " it will put you to more pain, and 
the truss may do a poor man good.". Where- 
unto Master Ridley said, " Be it in the name 
of God," and so unlaced himself. Then 
being in his shirt, he stood upon the foresaid 
stone, and held up his hands and said, " Oh ! 
heavenly Father, I give thee most hearty 
thanks for that thou hast called me to be a 
professor of thee, even unto death : I be- 
seech thee. Lord God, take mercy upon this 
realm of England, and deliver the same from 
all her enemies." 
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Then the smith took a chain of iron and 
brought the same about both Doctor Ridley's 
and Master Latimer's middles ; and as he 
was knocking in a staple. Doctor Eidley. took 
the chain in his hand and shaked the same, 
for it did gird in his belly, and looking aside 
to the smith, said, " Good fellow, knock it in 
hard, for the flesh will have his course." Then 
his brother did bring him gunpowder in a 
bag, and would have tied the same about his 
neck ; Master Eidley asked what it was ; his 
brother said, " gunpowder ;" then, said he, " I 
will take it to be sent of God, therefore I 
will receive it as sent of him ; and have you 
any," said he, " for my brother ?" meaning 
Master Latimer. " Yea, that I have," quoth 
his brother. " Tlien give it unto him," said 
he, '' betime, lest ye come too late." So his 
brother went and carried of the same gun- 
powder unto Master Latimer. 

In the mean time, Doctor Eidley spake 
unto my Lord Williams, and said, " My lord, 
I must be a suitor unto your lordship in the 
belialf of divers poor men, and especially in 
the cause of my poor sister. I have made a 
supplication to the Queen's majesty in their 
behalves; I beseech your lordship, for 
17 
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Christ's sake, to be a mean to her grace for 
them. My brother here hath the supplica- 
tion, and will resort to your lordship to 
certify you hereof There is nothing in all 
the world that troubleth my conscience (I 
praise God), this only excepted. Whilst I 
was in the Tower of London, divers old men 
took leases of me, and agreed with me for the 
same ; now I hear say, the Bishop, that now 
occupieth the same room, will not allow my 
grants unto them made, but contrary to all 
law and conscience hath taken from them 
their livings, and will not suffer them to 
enjoy the same. I beseech you, my lord, be 
a mean for them ; you shall do a good deed, 
and God will reward you." 

Tlien they brought a fagot kindled with 
fire, and laid the same down at Dr. Eidley's 
feet, to whom Master Latimer spake in this 
manner : " Be of good comfort, Dr. Ridley, 
and play the man ; we shall this day light 
such a candle, by God's grace, in England, 
as, I trust, shall never be put out." 

And so the fire being given unto them, 
when Dr. Eidley saw the flame coming up 
towards him, he cried with a wonderful loud 
voice, "/;?. inanu8 tiiaa Domine commendo 
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spiritum mexira /" and ' then repeated this 
latter part often in English, "Lord, Lord, 
receive my spiri^t ?" Master Latimer crying 
on the other side, " Oh I Father of heaven, 
receive ray soul!" received the flame as it 
were embracing of it. After that he had 
stroked his face with his hands, and as it 
were bathed them a little in the fire, he soon 
died, as it appeareth, with very little pain or 
none. And thus much concerning the end 
of this old and blessed servant of God, 
Master Latimer, for whose laborious travel, 
fruitful life, and constant death the whole 
realm hath cause to give thanks to God. 

But Master Kidley, by reason of the evil 
making of the fire unto him, because the 
wooded fagots were laid about the gosse, and 
over high built, the fire burnt first beneath, 
being kept down by the wood, which, when 
he felt, he desired them for Christ's sake, to 
let the fire come unto him ; which, when his 
brother-in-law heard, btit not well under- 
stood, intending to rid him out of his pain 
(for the which cause he gave attendance), as 
one in such sorrow, not well advised what he 
did, heaped fagots upon him, so that he clean 
covered him, which made the fire more vche- 
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inent beneath, that it burned clean all his 
nether parts, before it once touched the 
upper, and that made him leap up and down 
under the fagots, and often desired them to 
let the fire come unto him, saying, " I cannot 
burn !" which, indeed, appeared well, for after 
his legs were consumed, by reason of his 
struggling through the pain (whereof he had 
no release but only his contentation in God), 
he showed that side towards us clean, shirt 
and all untouched with flame. Yet in all 
this torment he forgot not to call unto God, 
still having in his mouth, " Lord, have mercy 
upon me !" intermingling his cry, " Let the 
iirc come unto me, I cannot burn." In which 
pain he labored until one of the standers-by, 
with his bill, pulled off the fagots above, and 
where he saw the fire flame up, he pressed 
himself into that side ; and when the flame 
touched the gunpowder, he was seen to stir 
no more, but burned on the other side, fall- 
ing down at Master Latimer's feet, which, 
some said, happened by reason that the chain 
loosed : others said that he fell over the chain 
by reason of the poise of his body and the 
weakness of the limbs. Some said that 
before he was like to fall from the stake, he 
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desired tliem to hold him to it with their 
bills. However it was, surely it moved 
hundreds to tears in beholding the liorrible 
sight; for I think there was none that had 
not clean exiled all humanity and mercy 
which would not have lamented to behold 
tlie fury of the fire so to rage upon their 
bodies. Signs there were of sorrow on every 
side. Some took it grievously to see their 
deaths whose lives they liad held full dear. 
Some pitied their persons that thought their 
souls had no need thereof. His brother 
moved many men, seeing his miserable case, 
seeing (I say) him compelled to such infelic- 
ity, that he thought then to do him best 
service when he hastened liis end. Some 
cried, out of the luck to see his endeavor 
who most dearly loved him, and sought his 
release, turn to his greater vexation atid in- 
crease of pain. But whoso considered their 
preferment in time past, the places of honor 
tliat they sometime occupied in this common- 
wealth, the favor they were in with their 
princes, and the opinion of learning they 
had, could not choose but sorrow with tears, 
to see so great dignity, honor, and estimation, 
so necessary members sometime accounted, 
17* 
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SO many godly virtues, the study of so many 
years, such excellent learning, to be put into 
the fire and consumed in one moment. 
Well, dead they are, and the reward of this 
world they have already. What reward 
remaineth for them in heaven, the day of 
the Lord's glory, when he cometh with his 
Saints, shall shortly, I trust, declare." 

Augustine Bemher has also left a brief 
record of the closing scene of his revered 
master's life, which may fitly follow the fuller 
narrative of Fox. 

"In the utmost extremity the Lord gra- 
ciously assisted him ; for when he stood at 
the stake, without Bocardo gate, at Oxford, 
and the tormentors were about to set fire 
upon him, and that most reverend father. 
Doctor Kidley, he lifted up his eyes towards 
heaven, with a most amiable and comfortable 
countenance, saying these words : Fidelia eat 
Deus qui non sinit noa tentari aupra id quod 
posaumua — God is faithful, which does not 
suffer us to be tempted above our strength ; 
and so afterward, by-and-by, shed his blood 
in the cause of Christ, the which blood ran 
out of his heart in such abundance, that all 
those present did marvel to see the most part 
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of the blood so to be gathered to his heart, 
and with such violence to gush out, liis body- 
being opened by the force of the iire." 

Bishop Latimer's sermons are interesting 
in an historical and personal, rather thap^ 
literary, point of view. His historical posi- 
tion is that of the first popular preacher of 
the reformed doctrines in England. He is a 
connecting link at a momentous period of 
change, a link which is of importance in the 
strong and unbroken chain which represents 
the continuity of the Church of England. 
We find in his discourses many traits of the 
familiar style of the monks, who from the sloth 
and negligence of the parochial clergy had 
for some time before the Keformation occupied 
many if not most of the pulpits. Latimer 
follows their example in telling stories drawn 
in many instances from their favorite reposi- 
tories, the Acta Sanctoruniy the Gesta Eomor 
norum^ and like collections. This practice 
can hardly be esteemed a fault in either 
Roman or Anglican. In an uncultivated 
age books were few. The printing-press had 
not yet had time or free scope to work its 
marvels. Printed books still remained sealed 
books to those who could not read, and pro- 
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bably there were- many such in the crowd 
clustered around Paul's Cross or the pulpit 
at Westminster Palace. 

If, however, the Eeformation did not yet 
reach far among the mass of the people, it 
was no fault of Latimer. His sermons were 
adapted to the humblest hearer, lie avoids 
all display of learning or oratory. His fame 
has probably lost nothing by these conces- 
sions. 

His sermons are also free from the discus- 
sion of doctrinal subtleties. He confines 
himself to the great requisite of individual 
holiness, and to the necessity of removing 
from the Church all rites and ceremonies 
which have obscured this great truth by 
substituting a bodily compliance for a mental 
faith. He attacks only the abuses of the 
Church, such as going on pilgrimages, belief 
in purgatory and masses for the dead, super- 
stitions of the sacrament, the service in a 
foreign tongue, and other matters which 
could be reformed without infringing in the 
least on the ancient doctrines or worship of 
the Church. 

He refers often, and with great severity, to 
the neglect of their duty by the clergy, 
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caused by non-residence and absorption in 
other pursuits. One of the most pointed and 
forcible passages in his sermons is devoted to 
this topic : 

" And now I would ask a strange question : 
Who is the most diligentest bishop and pre- 
late in all England, that passeth all the rest 

in doing his office ? 1 will tell you : it i& 

the devil ; he is the most diligent preacher of 
all other ; he is never out of his diocese ; he 
is never from his cure ; ye shall never find 
him unoccupied ; he is ever in his parish ; he 
keepeth residence at all times ; ye shall 
never find him out of the way ; call for him 
when you will, he is ever at home ; the dili- 
gentest preacher in all the realm ; he is ever 
at his plough : no lording nor loitering can 
hinder him ; he is ever applying his business j. 
ye shall never find him idle, I warrant you. 
And his office is to hinder religion, to main- 
tain superstition, to set up idolatry, to teach 
all kind of popery. He is ready as he can 
be wished for to set forth his plough ; to 
devise as many ways as can be to deface and 
obscure God's glory. Where the devil is- 
resident, and hath his plough going, there 
away with books, and up with candles ; away 
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with bibles, and up with beads ; away with 
the light of the Gospel, and up with the 
light of candles, yea, at noon days. "Where 
the devil is resident, that he may prevail, up 
with all superstition and idolatry; censing, 
painting of images, candles, palms, ashes, 
holy water, and new service of men's invent- 
ing; as though man could invent a bettei 
way to honor God with than God himself 
hath appointed. Down with Christ's cross, 
up with purgatory pickpurse, up with him, 
the popish purgatory, I mean. Away with 
clothing the naked, the poor, and impotent ; 
up with decking of images, and gay garnish- 
ing of stocks and stones; up with man's 
traditions and his laws, down with God's 
traditions and his most holy Word ; down 
w^ith the old honor due to God, and up with 
the new god's honor. Let all things be done 
in Latin ; there must be nothing but Latin, 
not so much as Memento^ homo^ quod cinis 
es, et in cinerem reverteris: Remember, 
man, that thou art ashes, and into ashes thou 
shalt return. 

All the utterances of this long and noble 
life pale, however, before the words illumined 
forever on the page of history by the blaze 
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of liis martyr-fire. Never has prophecy been 
more completely fulfilled. The deaths of 
Latimer and Eidley, followed soon by that 
of Cranmer, form the act of consolidation 
of the English Reformation. The doctrines 
which they advocated, the Christian life they 
led, were at once by their sacrifice made pre- 
cious to the warm heart of England. The 
great leaders, by enduring unto the end, 
gained a crown of life in this world for their 
cause as in the world to come for themselves. 
Tlie candle lighted in England, now sheds 
its steady and peaceful radiance over the 
vast extent of the continents and of most of 
the islands of the sea. It has shone as a 
light by the ocean side to many, leading 
them from the tempest and the great, cold, 
dark ocean of an unsettled belief to the calm 
haven of a reasonable faith. It has shone to 
others, whose spiritual life has been of a more 
uniform tenor, as the household light around 
which the reverence of youth, the love of 
manhood, and the hope of age have come in 
turn to give an added love and receive an 
added blessing. And as during the changes 
and chances of the crosses and trials of the 
daily life, we look to the evening of repose ; 
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from the hard jangle of debate, to the sweet 
strain of social intercourse ; from the stern 
figures of the interest page, to the chosen 
volume enlivened by the charm of literary 
art ; so do we overlook the coming years arid 
overleap the shadows of coming trials to the 
Light which shall subdue the else eternal 
darkness as surely as. tlie household candle 
the gathered shades of night. 

It is no unmeet part of the gratitude 
which we owe for these benefits to the great 
Giver that we should remember the honor 
due to those lie has deigned to honor by 
placing in their hands the external working 
out of His providence. 'No one in all our 
Church annals is more prominent in this 
respect than Hugh Latimer, and to none, if 
we may in any case narrow down words of 
eternal and all-pervading import to the lower 
limits of human eulogy, to none, having 
in mind those noble closing words, may we 
more aptly say : 

IN THY LIGHT SHALL WE SEE LIGHT. 



THE END. 
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THOUGHTS ON THE SERVICES. 

DESIGNED AS 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY, AND AN AID TO ITS 
DEVOUT USE. 

BY A. CLEVELAND COXE, 

SECTOB OF GBACE CHURCH, BALUHOBB. 



Rapidly this excellent book has reached a third edition, 
which is an improvement on the second, as the latter was 
on the first, other correlative subjects being introduced. 
The author says that he " has labored to make this third 
edition more worthy of general adoption as an auxiliary 
to Christian education/' It contains nearly threefold the 
matter of the first publication, and yet is a portable 
manual. It has been republished in England, and there 
been received with great favor, as it ought to be. In 
missions^ry districts, and where families live remote from 
the church, this work will meet the wants of heads of 
families, who ^t as priests in their own households. For 
use in church before service begins ; for the closet of in- 
valids desirous of being present in spirit with their fellow- 
worshipers; for the instruction of cl^ldren, and as an 
introduction of the Church's system to strangers, we com- 
mend these ** Thoughts" to all classes of Churchmen who 
would have an intelligent view of each particular service, 
and perceive the connection and relation of each part to 
the whole, and, by the circulation of them, have others 
perceive -the same. Only let the order of our services be 
understood, and the form can not but receive the suffrage 
of persons of taste and judgment.— Cb2m(2ar. 
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The Convert of Majssachiuetts. New York : Genena 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union and Church 
Book Society. 

This is the reprint of an English work, and is published 
at the expense of the parish of St. John's Church, Charles- 
town. Its scene is laid at Cambridge, in the days of our 
Colonial history, and it gives an interesting view of the 
early prejudice against our Church in this country, and 
the disabilities to which it was subjected from the want 
of an American Episcopate. — Christian Witness. 

Christmas-Tide, and its Customs. By the Eev. T. B. 

Murray, M.A. New York : Church Book Society. 

This is just the book for children to read. It describes 
the old Christmas customs and spoi-ts, as practiced in 
England and other countries. It has aJso its didactic 
side, presenting the duties most consorting with the Feast 
of the Nativity. It also contains several pieces of verse 
on Christmas, by Bishop Heber and others. — Calendar. 

Peggy Ward's Canaries ; or. Be Cheerful. New York : 
General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union and 
Church Book Society. 

Another very pleasant little story for the young folk, 
containing a capital lesson on cheerfulness. The expense 
of publication is defrayed by the Sunday School of the 
Church of St. John the Evangelist, Stockport, Columbia 
County. — Gospd Messenger. 

Help to Reading the Bible. By the late Benjamin 

Elliot Nicholls. 

This volume is a reprint from an English work, which 
has been highly commended by various eminent olivines. 
It contains numerous maps illustrative of the different 
books of the Old and New Testament. — Chicago Record. 
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Songs and Prayers for the Family Altar. A Manual 

of Prayers and other Devotions, with Sacred Songs, ar- 
ranged to appropriate Music, for daily use in Family 
Worship. By the Rev. Wm. Staunton, D.D. Pp. 144. 
The prayers in this manual are appropriate, and fervent 
in their tone. An important peculiarity distinguishing 
this from other works of the kind is the introduction of 
suitable selections from the Psalter, set to music. Singing 
in family worship is always desirable when practicable, 
and many households will be gratified to find a convenient 
manual for that purpose. Besides devotions for each 
morning and evening in the week, there are sevei-al 
prayers suited to various occasions in the family. — Go»pd 



Addresses to the Candidates for Ordination, on the 

Questions in the Ordination Service. By the Bishop of 

Oxford. Pp. 390. 

The Church has long needed, for the use of her candi- 
dates for orders, precisely such a work as this. In the 
words of the American editor, "Rarely is one permitted 
to read a work so rich with the sweetness and radiant with 
the loveliness of piety, so bathed in the spiritual deeps of 
devotion, so strict in its portraiture of holiness, while at 
the same time so just and judicious in its adherence to 
order." We hope it will be found in the hands of every 
candidate for orders. — Gospd Messenger, 

The Brother's Watchword. This is one of the most 

interesting and excellent books for the young which has 
for some time come under our notice. We take pleasure 
in commending it to the attention of our readers. It is 
published simultaneously by the Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday School Union and by Carter & Brothers. — Okristian 
Witness, 
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The Good Way ; .or, Why Christians of whateyer name 

may become Churchmen. 

A clear, candid, and earnest tract, showing by conclnsiYe 
arguments that the Church is the place where Christians 
may best serve Qod and carry out the design of the great 
Head of the Church. — Oospd Messenger, 

The Caverly Family; or, Mrs. Linden's Teachings, 

Is a pleasant book, which depicts very naturally the 
wayward and aimless life of children who are unrestrained 
by parental control, and the happy change which may be 
wrought in such by a firm and consistent government, 
with prayerful trust in Grod. — Church Intelligencer. 

Lilias and her Gonsins ; or, A Tale of Planter life in 
the Old Dominion. By the author of "Thomas Jack- 
son" and " Walter Sey ton." 

The Brother's Watchword. 

Spring Time for Sowing; or. Safety in the Meld. 

Scenes from the Life of a Sunday School Teacher. 

These are most capital books for the young, beautifully 
printed, and bound in various styles for presents or for the 
Sunday School library. They are from the press of the 
Church Book Society. — Gospel Messenger, * 

Spring Time for Sowing; or. Safety in the Fold. 

Scenes from the Life of a Sunday School Teacher. By 

Mrs. Mary Mason. 

A book w;hich has many instructive and encouraging 
suggestions respecting early religious training.— C%nrtian 
Witness, 

Christmas Day. A simple but interesting and well- 
told narrative, well calculated to interest and instruct the 
young. — Oospd Messenger. 
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HOLY DAYS OF THE CHURCH. 

BY MRS. MARY B. BRADLEY. 



This is one of three Church books which we wish to be 
used in training up the young in the knowledge of reli- 
gion and discipline of the Church. First should come Mrs. 
J). P. Sanford's "Church Primer" for the beginners; next, 
this book, which gives the Liturgical Order, and explains 
to youthful capacities the Holy days in the Christian year, 
imparting much collateral information; and third. Dr. 
Coxe's "Thoughts on the Services." They all, taken in 
rotation, would build up a young person into being an in- 
telligent, conscientious Churchman, and, while creating 
attachment for the Church, would furnish him reasons for 
his devotional practices, and make him strong against 
gainsayers. Not that we consider that these volumes con- 
tain all that may be said in favor of the Church system, or 
all knowledge concerning it, but that they are excellently 
suggestive, being free from polemical discussion, and ad- 
mirably adapted for the designed purpose. The book be- 
fore us is beautifully gotten up, having several engrav- 
ings ; but we recommend it specially for its contents in 
poetry and prose, which answer the question, "What 
mean ye by this service V'—Ccdendar. 
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Tracts for MiMionary Use. Edited by Bishop Lay, 
the author of "Letters to a Man Bewildered by Many 
Counsellors." 1 vol. 

These tracts, here bound together in one volume, but 
which may be obtained separately, will be found admirable 
little miscellam'es for calling attention to some of the dis- 
tinctive doctrines of the Church, defending her peculiari- 
ties and stirring up the mind of the reader to some duties 
of practical piety. Several of them are suited to candi- 
dates for confirmation. All are excellent, while that on 
"The Meaning of Pomps and Vanities," treating particu- 
larly of balls and card playing, ought to be circulated in 
every parish. — Go^ Messenger. 

Days of Old. Three Stories from old English History. 

For the Young. By the author of "Ruth and her 

Friends." 

These stories are exceedingly well told, and the volume 
is issued in a very neat style, illustrated with appropriate 
and well-executed engravings. It will prove a very ac- 
ceptable work for the young.— CArtrfMm Witness. 

The Children's Chant Book. This is published by 

the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
It is well calculated to interest children in the chants of 
the Church. — Christian Witness. 

Peggy Ward's Canaries; or. Be Cheerful. 
Climbing the Mountains. By the author of "The 

Mouse in the Pantry" and "The Little Sisters of 
Charity." 

These are unexceptionable and very interesting books 
for the young. — Christian Witness. 

Bnth and her Friends. This is an excellent story for 
girls, published by the same Society. — Christian Witness. 
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The Brother's Watchword. A good story, admira- 
bly told, with an excellent Christian tone pervading all its 
parta. This book alone would teach ova writers who seek 
to please the popular mind, that they may do so most 
effectually, and yet incnlcate the clearest truths of the 
Gospel. No one can take up this book and read a few 
chapters without an earnest desire to finish it. — Western 
Churchman. 

Christmas Day. New York : Church Book Society. 

An interesting story, in which is inculcated the apply- 
ing to practice the sentiment of the Christmas text: 
"Peace, good will toward men." We hope the readers 
of this book will learn to overcome prejudice and ill will, 
and to do good to the objects of such feelings, as did the 
magnanimous Frank Dickson, by the influence of Christ- 
mas upon him.-— CWcndar. 

The Eose Buds. By Mrs. D. P. Sanford, author of 
*♦ Eddy's Tickets," ** First Scripture Lessons," and 
* • Lessons on Scripture Narrative. ' ' New York : Church 
Book Society. 

Mrs. Sanford will certainly make herself popular with 
children, if she goes on in this way. Here is a delightful 
little story for the young, having for its foundation Church 
sentiment and Church teaching. It would make a nice 
birth-day or Christmas gift for little children. It is just 
out, and, if known, must sell. — OaUndar, 

The Lily of Tiflis. A Sketch from Georgian Church 

History. 

An interesting reprint from the Messrs. Parker of Ox- 
ford. It is a well- written work, illustrating the sufferings 
of the Georgian Christians under their Mohammedan con- 
querors and persecutors. — Christian Witness. 
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THE CHURCH PRIMER. 

BY MRS. D. P. SANFOED. 



This is a beautiful little book, with admirable engray- 
ingB, and just the book that has been long wanted. It is 
as superior in every respect to the old New England Primer 
as gold is to brass, as the teachings of the Church are to 
Puritanism. We hope that every mother will send for a 
copy. We trust that the day may not be far distant when 
our school books shall be written for our children with the 
same spirit, and with the same great object of making men 
Christians as well as scholars. The work can be readily 
sent by mail at a small cost. — Church Intelligencer, 

This new book is the most complete little thing of the 
kind wliich has fallen under our notice. It most surely 
eclipses entirely the old New England Primer, and is just 
the thing which a religious parent or teacher would wish 
first to use in imparting instruction to the tender mind, 
beginning, as it does, with the alphabet. Excellent judg- 
ment and fine taste were evidently employed in compiling 
this Primer, which contains sufficient to initiate a child 
into the art and mystery of ** reading," at the same time 
teaching him the great truths of religion in churchly 
phrase. — Calendar. 

This little book is finely illustrated, and evidently pre- 
pared with excellent taste and judgment. While answer- 
ing all the purposes of an ordinary Primer, it gives also 
important religious instruction. — ChrisUan WUnsst. 
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